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This book is dedicated to all those who have lost loved ones
to cancer or struggled with the disease themselves.
You, more than anyone, know the sorrow and frustration
this disease causes for countless patients and families each
year. At Moffitt Cancer Center, we are taking the next crucial
steps toward the day when cancer is no longer a scourge.

As we spend each day working toward our mission –
to contribute to the prevention and cure of cancer
– your courage inspires ours.
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IN THE BEGINNING...
The impetus for creating the H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center

Joseph Lumia

George Edgecomb

Judy Barnett

& Research Institute was friendships lost.

Three friends. All in their 30s. All struck down by cancer.

The time was 1977, when Tampa attorney H. Lee Moffitt served as the state
representative for Interbay District 66. One by one, the Tampa native mourned the
deaths of Joseph Lumia, a prominent accountant and Moffitt’s campaign treasurer;
George Edgecomb, an attorney, a fellow Big Brother and the first black judge in
Hillsborough County; and Judy Barnett, a pianist and Moffitt’s legislative aide.
“It was awful,” Moffitt said simply. But as a legislator and as a cancer survivor
himself, he also was struck by the fact that each of his friends had to seek sophisticated
cancer treatment not only outside Tampa, but outside the state of Florida. “It just
troubled me back then that Florida was the seventh-largest state and was growing
like Topsy… (but) there was no first-class, major cancer center in our area. So, I

“I t just troubled me back
then that Florida was the
seventh-largest state and
was growing like Topsy…
(but) there was no firstclass, major cancer center
in our area. So, I resolved
at that point in my life
that I was going to make
every effort to see that a
major cancer center was
established in our state.”

resolved at that point in my life that I was going to make every effort to see that a
major cancer center was established in our state.”
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ONE PERSON CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE
H. Lee Moffitt was born on Nov. 10, 1941, in Tampa, the
only child of Clara and B.B. Moffitt, Jr. It was a Monday, just
weeks before the United States entered World War II. Moffitt’s
mother worked at a Holiday Inn, but in his youth she also
made time for homework and ferrying him to baseball and
basketball games near his small house on Howard Avenue.
His father was a ship welder, whose first job in Florida was
scraping the barnacles off the yacht of the late shipping and
rail magnate “Commodore” Cornelius Vanderbilt.
“All his life, after learning the welding trade at the

Clara and H. Lee Moffitt

shipyard, he taught vocational education in Hillsborough County public schools,”
Moffitt remembered of his father. “He trained virtually every welder in the Tampa
Bay area. He often tried to teach me the welding trade, and I was all thumbs…
I remember very distinctly one day in his school, he had me at his welding shop
trying one last time to teach me how to weld a straight line. He finally just became
so exasperated and threw up his hands and said, “Well, you’ll never amount to a
damn thing, you can’t use your hands, so you might as well go to law school.” And
so he did.
10
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Moffitt graduated from Cumberland
School of Law in Birmingham, Ala., in 1967,
following his graduation from the University
of South Florida in 1964. But it wasn’t his
legal education that provided a clue to his
future. Rather, it was a sore knee that may
have had the greatest impact on what Lee
Moffitt was to become.

B.B. Moffitt Jr.

“While playing baseball in high school (Plant High), I crunched my knee by
sliding into second base, and it was always a problem,” Moffitt remembered. “Later
in life, when I was 29, I found out that in that same knee a tumor had emerged, and it
was malignant.” The pathology slides for Moffitt’s bone cancer were sent out of state
to three major cancer centers – a point that would take on major significance a few
years later when the young legislator was stressing the need for a cancer research
institute based in Tampa. In 1971, two doctors wanted to amputate his left leg just
above the knee, but Moffitt opted instead for a tumor resection that left a “big hole”

Moffitt graduated from
Cumberland School of Law
in Birmingham, Ala.,
in 1967, following his
graduation from the
University of South Florida
in 1964. But it wasn’t
his legal education that
provided a clue to
his future.

in his knee.
It didn’t slow him down, but it was a life-altering experience. “At 29 or 30 years
old, you think you’re immortal, and when someone tells you that you have cancer
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at that age, it wakes you up and makes you re-examine all of
your priorities and re-examine the direction you want to take

“A t 29 or 30 years old,
you think you’re immortal,
and when someone tells
you that you have cancer
at that age, it wakes
you up and makes you
re-examine all of your
priorities and re-examine
the direction you want
to take in your life.”

in your life.”

H. Lee Moffitt

For H. Lee Moffitt, that direction became public service. According to a historical
account of Moffitt’s time in the Florida Legislature written by Allen Morris, historian
of the Florida House of Representatives, the future Speaker of the House got his
first taste of state politics as a short-term aide to then-Florida Senate President Louis
de la Parte of Tampa. At the same time, his good friend and law school colleague,
Ralph Haben of Palmetto, Florida, became an aide for Senator Wilbur Boyd, also
of Palmetto. “With two mentors who were not typical backroom politicians, but
were issue-oriented, it is no surprise that my impression of Florida politics was so
favorable,” Moffitt said in Morris’ historical account.
“That’s why I decided to run for the Legislature when the opportunity presented
itself.”
Moffitt returned to Tampa to begin a general practice law firm and quickly became
active in the community, volunteering for Big Brothers. In 1972, he campaigned for
Haben to win a seat in the Florida House. Moffitt’s opportunity came shortly after
in 1974 when Terrell Sessums, who was Speaker of the House, retired from the
Legislature, leaving open a House seat.

12
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Moffitt turned to George Edgecomb, whom he had
met through Big Brothers, and Joseph Lumia, a prominent
young accountant who would become his campaign
treasurer, to help run the campaign. Also key to the

H. Lee Moffitt, J. Clint Brown

election was J. Clint Brown, Moffitt’s mentor and lifelong
friend. A lawyer, Brown had rented Moffitt space for his first law office, helped
him through his cancer diagnosis, joined the campaign team, and many years later
would serve on the cancer center’s Board of Directors, representing Florida’s Board
of Regents, which he chaired.
“He had a sympathetic ear in me because both of my parents died of cancer,” said
Brown. Early on, however, Brown saw a streak in Moffitt that would guide his friend
through many challenges. “If you had to apply one term to Lee, it’s ‘persistence.’

While his first
political race was won
by a narrow margin,
Moffitt’s success was
swift and newsworthy.

When he sets a goal, he just won’t quit...he never takes his eye off the ball.”

PUSHING FOR CHANGE
While his first political race was won by a narrow margin, Moffitt’s success
was swift and newsworthy. As a freshman Democrat in 1974, he was named most
effective new House member. During his 10-year career in the Legislature, he would
focus on reapportionment, growth management, transportation funding, protection
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of ground water, control of hazardous wastes, correction reform,
educational enhancement, wetlands protection, control of health
costs and, of course, the creation of a cancer center.
In 1977, Lumia was diagnosed with cancer and faced a slow
and painful battle. “I saw the anguish and deterioration and the
pain he endured,” Moffitt said in a New York Times article that
profiled him as the cancer center opened in 1986. “It hit me very

H. Lee Moffitt

hard.” Then Edgecomb developed cancer, and the next was Judy Barnett, Moffitt’s
legislative aide.
Shortly after their deaths, Moffitt became possessed with the idea that
something had to be done about stopping this disease. Many years later he would
describe his fury simply, “I became a zealot.”
It was in late 1978 that Moffitt initiated the idea to create a cancer center in
Tampa. By then, he had been a member of the Florida House of Representatives
for four years and was rising in the ranks of legislative leadership. A tenacious
negotiator, Moffitt put his plan into motion by first proposing the idea to Dr. Hollis
Boren, dean of the University of South Florida College Of Medicine. Over lunch at
the Tampa Club, high above downtown, Moffitt announced his desire to create a
cancer center. By dessert, the dean had signed on.

14
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Florida Legislative Research Center & Museum at the Historic Capitol

Rep. Fred Jones, Speaker H. Lee Moffitt, Sen. Betty Castor

“Out of that discussion came plans for a
plug shaped, multilevel cancer research teaching
hospital to be built a short walk away from

the USF clinics,” The Tampa Times reported on Feb. 5, 1979. “It would cost state
taxpayers at least $37.8 million, plus up to $5 million in operating money for each of
the two to eight years it may take to become self-supporting.” Moffitt and Boren had
been gathering information about the need for a comprehensive cancer center, the
article said, and the need was great. The American Cancer Society’s 1979 statistics
showed the state’s burgeoning population had the highest cancer death rate in the
nation, with 250 deaths per 100,000. Boren insisted there would be enough cancer
patients needing treatment in 1983, the center’s estimated completion date. He
documented 1,200 cases where Floridians left the state to seek treatment in large
cancer centers such as The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center in
Houston or Memorial Sloan Kettering in New York. About 500 were from the 10
counties surrounding Hillsborough County.
But the news that Moffitt wanted to build a cancer center in Tampa was not
well received. The medical school’s involvement was seen as a ploy for the creation
of a teaching hospital, and area hospitals were vocal in their opposition. Even
though Moffitt insisted that the facility would be solely dedicated to the research

Tampa Times lent
support from the start
Almost from the start, when H. Lee
Moffitt announced plans to champion
the creation of a cancer center in
Tampa in 1978, The Tampa Times
supported the idea. As the afternoon
paper to The Tampa Tribune, the
Times was small in size but vocal
in its enthusiasm.
Editorial Editor James M. Talley
remembered he was impressed
by what he called Lee Moffitt’s
“magnificent obsession.” “I really
didn’t know what motivated him, but
one day I asked, and he rolled up his
pants leg and showed me where he
had lost a part of his leg to cancer.
You really wouldn’t have known it
otherwise. It wasn’t about him.”
On many occasions, The Tampa Times
was the sole supporting voice in the
media. “Representative Moffitt is a
man of…vision,” read a Feb. 20, 1981,
editorial. “We hope he does not give
up. We hope he does not roll over and
play dead while others are playing
their games.”
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“I was amazed at the opposition,”
Moffitt remembered.
and treatment of cancer, no one believed him. “I was amazed at the opposition,”
Moffitt remembered. “None of the newspapers thought it was a good idea, except

Worry and confusion
about the proposed
facility swirled
throughout Hillsborough
and Pinellas counties...

one. The local hospitals opposed the creation of a cancer center. The Hillsborough
County Medical Association condemned the creation of a cancer center. It was
pretty lonely back then.”
Worry and confusion about the proposed facility swirled throughout
Hillsborough and Pinellas counties focusing on three assumptions – the cancer
center would not be self-supporting; it would duplicate services already available
at existing hospitals; and it would have more beds than needed since most cancer
patients are treated on an outpatient basis. There also was confusion over whether
the plan was for a teaching hospital proposed by USF at an earlier date or for a
200-bed research hospital under discussion at Tampa General Hospital. Fearing
that the cancer center would draw patients away from Tampa General, a consultant
hired by the Hillsborough County Hospital Authority predicted that “a cancer
center built on the University of South Florida campus in the early 1980s could
devastate Tampa General Hospital financially.”
Meanwhile, Moffitt forged ahead, seeking $600,000 in planning money from
the House appropriations subcommittee during the 1979 legislative session.
With the support of Rep. Richard Hodes from Tampa, the proposal survived

16
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committee skepticism over whether it
meant committing the state to massive
outpourings of money For then-Gov.
Florida Legislative Research Center & Museum at the Historic Capitol

Bob Graham, the budget request came
when the state was “just pulling out
of what had been a steep decline,” he
remembered. In addition, the nature
of the project was unique and fell into
uncharted territory. Legislative leaders
often championed large projects for their
districts, such as a convention center, but

Speaker H. Lee Moffitt, Rep. Bob Hattaway

once it was paid for and the construction was complete, “the keys were turned over
to whatever party was responsible for it, and the state’s commitment ended,” he
said. “This would be a long-term commitment.”
Graham vetoed the planning money in 1979, but the request was successfully
passed in 1980 as Moffitt was designated future speaker of the House. “Overnight,
my political clout tripled or quadrupled, and I had considerably more opportunity
to achieve the results and the goals that I wanted to achieve,” Moffitt said. It was
Graham’s observation, however, that Moffitt’s success was linked more to his

THIRTY YEARS OF COURAGE
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Rep. James Harold Thompson, Speaker H. Lee Moffitt,
Rep. Don Price, Rep. George Sheldon
Florida Legislative Research Center &
Museum at the Historic Capitol
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“intellect and persuasiveness” than
any political tactics. “This was heartfelt,” said Graham, who currently
serves on Moffitt’s national Board of
Advisors. “Those who realized Lee’s
own personal history with cancer were
quick to recognize the sincerity and
heartfelt qualities of his (efforts).”

“T hose who realized
Lee’s own personal history
with cancer were quick
to recognize the sincerity
and heartfelt qualities
of his (efforts).”

Conducted by Robert Douglas
Associates Inc., a hospital consulting firm
from Houston, the first part of the planning
study was a win for Moffitt. Released in midFebruary 1981, it called for a 150-bed facility
that would cost $63.4 million if built in 1984 and
$55 million to $60 million to operate annually.
It also supported the contention that the facility
could be built in Tampa without duplicating cancer programs at area hospitals.
The second half of the planning money was temporarily held up as Graham
encouraged Moffitt to have the consultants consider locations other than USF.
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Heading back to the drawing board,
the consultants compared the costs of a
new building to renovating a variety of
prospects, including the Florida Mental

Gov. Bob Graham, Speaker H. Lee Moffitt

Health Institute. The institute had been created by Louis
de la Parte, and Moffitt was intent on not destroying
de la Parte’s dream. While Moffitt favored the University
of South Florida location, other sites under consideration
included the Veterans Administration Hospital, Tampa
General Hospital, University Community Hospital
and St. Joseph’s Hospital. When the final report was
released in mid-April, the message was clear –
the center should be built at USF near the medical
school. “It is the consulting team’s considered
judgment…that state and university officials
should…continue to plan…a comprehensive
cancer center on the University of South Florida
medical campus as originally proposed,” the
study’s 136-page final report said.
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AN INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITY
In terms of funding, bickering continued until R. Lee Clark, M.D.,
founder and the first full-time director of MD Anderson Cancer
Center in Houston, Tex., voiced his support.
Clark was considered one of the nation’s leading experts in
cancer-related matters, and over time he would become a mentor
to Moffitt. “He told me, ‘I want you to learn from my mistakes
and create a cancer center better than MD Anderson,’” Moffitt
remembered.
MD Anderson Cancer Center

As part of the Robert Douglas and Associates team, Clark
formally endorsed the proposal, testifying before the Florida Board
of Regents, which oversaw the state’s nine public universities at
the time and would eventually become the oversight entity for the

R. Lee Clark, M.D., founder, MD Anderson Cancer Center

cancer center. On a moment’s notice, Clark cancelled a meeting
with then-Vice President George H.W. Bush to travel to Florida’s capital in Tallahassee
to join Moffitt in urging the Board of Regents to submit the funding request for the
cancer center as part of its budget recommendation to the Legislature in February 1981.
“I would say it’s an incredible opportunity,” said Clark. He told members of the Board
of Regents, meeting at the University of West Florida in Pensacola, they had to decide

THIRTY YEARS OF COURAGE
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“whether you want to join the league of leaders in cancer, rather than be one of
the followers.”
Slowly and methodically, Moffitt nurtured support, and the pieces began to fall
into place. “It takes a long time to bring disparate opinions together and forge them
in a direction that everybody can agree on,” Moffitt observed. “There is a lot of
compromise.”
“It’s a hard thing to pass a law in Florida,” added John Phelps, who was
appointed clerk of the House by Moffitt when he was speaker. “There are over 25
steps for a bill to go completely through the legislative process. At any point, the
bill could be killed. That’s a substantial number of hurdles....The process requires

Slowly and methodically,
Moffitt nurtured support,
and the pieces began
to fall into place.

an enormous amount of dedication and tactical insight, knowledge of personalities
and power relationships.” Moffitt, he said, possessed all of those traits.
In June 1981, the Legislature appropriated $3.5 million (Chapter 81-206, Laws
of Fla.) in its budget to plan and design the center at the University of South Florida.
It also approved an appropriations act (Chapter 82-215, Laws of Fla.) in 1982 that
created a unique funding apparatus for the facility. A State Health Facilities
Authority, a five-member group appointed by the governor, would issue revenue
bonds to build the cancer center. Chairing it was Ted Couch, a commercial developer
based in Tampa, whose partner owned the Holiday Inn where Moffitt’s mother

22
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EARLY INVESTORS –
TED COUCH SR. AND GEORGE CORTNER
In 1981, Ted Couch Sr. and his business partner George Cortner
agreed to fund an endowed chair in cancer research at the University
of South Florida, which would lead to the recruitment of a prominent
Ted Couch Sr.
cancer researcher to Moffitt Cancer Center — W. Jack Pledger, Ph.D.
This financial support from the community helped to persuade the Florida Legislature to make
Moffitt Cancer Center a reality.
Ted Couch chaired the board of directors of Moffitt Cancer Center
for eight years (1993-2001), and he continues to serve as a member of
the Institute Board of Directors and chairs the Board of Directors of
M2Gen,® Moffitt’s for-profit entity.
Couch was born Oct. 24, 1936, in Tampa. He graduated from
Jesuit High School, entered a Roman Catholic seminary for one year,
and then attended the University of Tampa and the Louisiana State
University School of Banking.
His full-time working career began in 1956 with the newly formed
First Industrial Savings Bank of Tampa, where he was employed as a
George Cortner
runner. In 1958, First Industrial became the Northside Bank of Tampa,
moving to a North Tampa location as a full commercial bank. By this time, Couch had become
an officer of the bank and eventually earned the title of president. In 1977, Couch left the bank to
pursue the development of commercial real estate in the North Tampa area, and he continues
to manage properties he developed over the past 35-plus years.
During his career, Couch has served on numerous boards and foundations in the community
and has been a consistent donor to countless charities in the Tampa Bay community.

“T here are over 25 steps
for a bill to go completely
through the legislative
process. At any point,
the bill could be killed.
That’s a substantial
number of hurdles….
The process requires
an enormous amount of
dedication and tactical
insight, knowledge of
personalities and power
relationships.”
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had worked. The incoming speaker had strategically
positioned his good friend to lead the authority. The

Later, that mission
would be neatly
packaged in a simple
statement that faculty and
staff alike would hold dear:
“The mission of Moffitt
Cancer Center is to
contribute to the prevention
and cure of cancer.”

bonds would be backed by the anticipated revenue
of the center, not by the credit of the state. Within the
next year, however, a simpler funding plan would emerge, as the
Florida Legislature passed an appropriations bill that created a $45 million trust
fund to build the cancer center, funded with dollars from the state cigarette tax.
“I thought that Florida at that point was beginning to recognize its emergence
as one of the mega states,” said Graham. “We were becoming a state with a high
proportion of its population over the age of 65, and second, there was a high
incidence of cancer, particularly skin cancer, as a result of our climate. So it seemed
that this was appropriate for an emerging state…to establish a cancer center that
would provide world-class research and patient care services.”
In the end, the legislation that finally created the cancer center read that the
institution would serve Florida. Later, that mission would be neatly packaged in
a simple statement that faculty and staff alike would hold dear: “The mission of
Moffitt Cancer Center is to contribute to the prevention and cure of cancer.”
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THE VISION UNFOLDS
While the Legislature approved the concept of the cancer center in 1981, the
next year was a rush of activity as approval was sought for a certificate of
need from the Florida Gulf Health Systems Agency. It was a process all new
hospitals or expanding institutions had to go through to add hospital beds
to the health care system in Florida. With that accomplished and the funding
mechanism in place, the cancer center moved closer to reality as the Board of
Regents selected architects Stuart Bentler of Tampa and Heery and Heery
of Atlanta to design the project.

H. Lee Moffitt at groundbreaking ceremony

On Jan. 24, 1983, a groundbreaking ceremony was held on a dusty piece of
land at the west end of the University of South Florida campus. It was a winter
day that was considered crisp for Florida at 57 degrees. Wrapped in sweaters
and jackets were Gov. Bob Graham; Board Chairman and USF President John
Lott Brown; USF Medical School Dean Andor Szentivanyi, M.D.; former USF
Medical School Dean Hollis Boren, M.D.; and about a hundred other dignitaries
and members of the media. And beaming at the center of all of this activity was

The 17-acre Moffitt campus at USF

H. Lee Moffitt and seven children who were USF cancer patients, ranging in
age from 3 to 17.
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Among the attendees was Ted Couch, who recalled the day. “The emotions that
I was experiencing on the groundbreaking day were the culmination of a lot of work
that had transpired since the time that Lee Moffitt approached me and shared the
statistics as to why he thought a cancer center should be built in Tampa,” remembered
Couch, a founding board member and the first donor to endow a chair in cancer
research at Moffitt, a gift made in 1981 with his late business partner, George Cortner.
“There were many times that we felt that this was going to happen and then
not… we were on a roller coaster going up and down. Until finally, seeing the reality
of a shovel going into the ground, we said, ‘OK, we’re going to start this building.…’
The one image I see in my mind is the smile on Lee Moffitt’s face, because Lee was
the one who had dedicated his life to this effort.”
Moffitt’s dedication to creating a cancer center in Florida did not go unnoticed by

“T here were many times
that we felt that this
was going to happen and
then not…we were on
a roller coaster going
up and down.”

his legislative colleagues and friends. They would not let go of the idea that this new
institution should be formally named for Moffitt, who by that time had ascended to
speaker of the Florida House of Representatives.
Moffitt, however, thwarted attempts by Hillsborough County legislators to have
the facility named after him. During his last days as speaker, he refused to accept an
amendment naming the center after him and admonished his colleagues to not try
again. “I didn’t want people to think I was fighting for the cancer center to create a
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GROWING A GREAT HOSPITAL
Richard C. Karl, M.D., was Moffitt’s founding
medical director. During his tenure from 1985 to
1991, he emerged as the cancer center’s first official
spokesman, growing the medical staff and guiding the
development of Moffitt’s programs. His leadership
became the cornerstone of Moffitt’s exacting medical
standards. His ability to present the issues, concerns
and challenges facing doctors and patients alike form
his legacy. Karl also has served as chief of surgery
Richard C. Karl, M.D.
at Moffitt and program leader of the Gastrointestinal
Tumor Program. He retired from Moffitt in 2014.
Linda R. Campbell, R.N., M.S., joined Moffitt even before the doors opened,
originally as the director of ambulatory nursing and
then as the first vice president of Patient Care Services
and chief nursing officer. During her 18 years with the
institution, she earned her place as one of Moffitt’s
most beloved leaders. A visionary who embraced
Moffitt’s mission, Campbell built an outstanding nursing
division from the ground up — one that continues
to be recognized nationally for its consummate
professionalism and culture of compassion. Her
untimely death from cancer in 2003 left a deep void
within the Moffitt family, but her tremendous legacy
of excellence remains.

Linda R. Campbell, R.N., M.S.
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monument for myself,” he recalled. “Sure, I’d fought for it, but I’d fought for it for
other reasons. I fought for it because I saw the death of my friends. I saw the state of
Florida had the highest incidence of death from cancer in the United States. I fought
because I thought that it was something worthy of my efforts in the Legislature, to
make a difference.”
On May 23, 1984, the members of the Hillsborough County Legislative Delegation
created a ruse. Mark Herron, Moffitt’s chief of staff and House general counsel,
recalled that Carl Carpenter, the House majority leader, executed the plan. “He asked
that I tell the speaker he had a meeting in the governor’s office.” In Moffitt’s absence
from the House Chamber and without his knowledge, House members passed an
amendment to Senate Bill 833 (Chapter 84 -381, Laws of Fla.) that changed the name of
what was then called the USF Cancer and Chronic Disease Research and Treatment
Center to the Lee Moffitt Cancer Center. It would later be renamed the H. Lee Moffitt
Cancer Center & Research Institute.
“I think Lee was obsessively single-minded because he had his eye on this
ball and he was not going to detour from it,” said Steven G. Wenzel, who worked

“T he art of politics is
compromise,” said the
Nov. 19, 1984, editorial.
“B ut the point of
compromise is to
get things done.
Lee Moffitt did.”
– The Tampa Tribune

alongside Moffitt to create the cancer center when he served as vice president for
employee relations and legal affairs at USF. “I think everybody recognized that
without Lee Moffitt there wouldn’t be a cancer center.”
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A Tampa Tribune editorial later in the year described the
cancer center as the product of Lee Moffitt’s “steel persistence
and cotton diplomacy.” It captured the essence of the man
whose sheer will, visionary leadership and tenacious character
Early board photo

Founding board members
guided the institution
The Board of Directors held
its first meeting in 1984 with
USF President John Lott Brown,
H. Lee Moffitt, Albert C. Hartley
and Dr. Andor Szentivanyi.
Future founding board members
during the next two years
would include Ted Couch,
Donald Buchanan, Richard
Connor, Eugene Patterson,
Dr. H. Juergen Nord, Terrell
Sessums, Sylvia Walbolt and
Dr. Martin Silbiger.

had endured a legislative struggle to establish Florida’s first freestanding cancer center. “The art of politics is compromise,” said the Nov. 19, 1984,
editorial. “But the point of compromise is to get things done. Lee Moffitt did.”

DEFINING THE FUTURE
As the cancer center began construction on the USF campus, the first of the
Moffitt Cancer Center staff set up shop in a small office strip center across from
the James A. Haley Veterans’ Hospital on 131st Avenue. At the helm was William
B. “Bill” Fuchs, administrator and chief executive officer, representing Hospital
Corporation of America (HCA) Management Co., which had been hired “because
we wanted a company that had purchasing power and knew how to organize a
hospital,” Moffitt remembered.
The decision to hire HCA was one of many items discussed at the first Board of
Directors meeting held May 31, 1984. Present were USF President John Lott Brown,
USF Vice President Albert C. Hartley, medical school Dean Andor Szentivanyi and
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H. Lee Moffitt. The board approved the initial bylaws, the status of
corporation as a direct support organization of USF, the consulting
agreement with HCA, and the management agreement between
HCA and the Board of Regents. Initial bylaws gave the president
of USF power to remove any director, control of the executive

Main hospital lobby under construction

committee, veto power over bylaw changes, and a permanent chairmanship of the
board. At a meeting in June, the board approved Fuchs as administrator and chief
executive officer and also appointed H. Lee Moffitt to the board of the corporation.
The cancer center continued to engage Robert Douglas and Associates as a
consultant, seeking direction from Dr. R. Lee Clark on the mission and role of the
center. Clark was asked to reflect on how to navigate the cancer center to its ultimate
goal of obtaining designation by the National Cancer Institute as a Comprehensive

Temporary office site on 131st Avenue

Cancer Center – an honor that recognizes a cancer center’s research and treatment
programs as being among the best in the country and of a caliber to impact the
prevention and cure of the disease.
A report from Clark in November 1985 set off fireworks, but it also was a key
turning point in defining the center’s direction. To obtain comprehensive status,
the report recommended reorganizing the cancer center, creating an independent
center director and an independent medical staff in a department of oncology
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with autonomy from the medical school department structure. The leadership of the
university was displeased with Clark’s report and condemned the recommendations
in a letter signed by the chairmen of every medical school department.
The ultimate direction of the cancer center was cast with that report, remembered
Richard Karl, M.D., the first medical director of the cancer center, hired in 1983 by
USF in the Department of Surgery. A gastrointestinal surgeon and a pilot, Karl

Meanwhile, every Sunday
morning, Moffitt would
walk the construction site
with his father, the welder.
“My dad would check
every weld to make sure it
was perfect. Those were
very special times we
spent together.”

likened the future of Moffitt Cancer Center to the trajectory of an airplane. “Just a
couple of degrees change in course heading, and we could have become a completely
different kind of institution.” Karl was often a lone voice, seeking to support the
Cancer Center’s autonomy. “He will always have my respect for the grief he took to
help Moffitt follow Dr. Clark’s recommendations,” Moffitt said.
Ever focused on making the cancer center a pre-eminent resource for the state of
Florida, Moffitt traveled to cancer centers throughout the United States for feedback
and ideas and also made a stop in Bethesda, Md., to meet with the leadership of the
National Cancer Institute. “I talked to whoever the head person was at the NCI at the
time and told him that I’d gotten the cancer center started in Tampa, and I wanted
it to become a Comprehensive Cancer Center,” Moffitt said. “I remember the guy
looked at me and laughed. Maybe he thought, ‘Who is this upstart who thinks he can
create a great cancer center?’ I’ll never forget that.”
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Meanwhile, every Sunday morning, Moffitt would
walk the construction site with his father, the welder. “My
dad would check every weld to make sure it was perfect.
Those were very special times we spent together.”
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MOFFITT CANCER CENTER OPENS
On Oct. 27, 1986, after nine years of planning and fighting for funding, Moffitt
Cancer Center opened to great fanfare — a release of colorful balloons, the
Mystic Sheiks of Morocco band from Busch Gardens, and a who’s who from local
and state leadership. It became the first free-standing cancer treatment and
research center authorized by the state of Florida and the only such institution
in the nation directly funded by a tax on tobacco. Its establishment, funding
and architecture all broke new ground.

And, practically speaking, it filled
a need that was breathtaking in its
magnitude. The state’s cancer death
rates had increased almost 70 percent
between 1961 and 1981.
From the beginning, the cancer

“F lorida has long needed this
facility for care, research and
education. I anticipate that
Moffitt Cancer Center will soon
attain a national reputation.”
Harry A. Johnston II
President
Florida Senate, 1986

center approached its mission with
an attitude that asked employees to
leave their old ideas of curing cancer
and running a hospital at the door.
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MAKING THE CARING REAL:
OUR FIRST PATIENT –
OCT. 27, 1986
Opening Facts
• Private, not-for-profit
•L
 icensed for 162 beds,
all private
• 1 2-member Board of Directors,
chaired by the University of
South Florida President
John Lott Brown
•A
 pproximately 110,000
exterior blocks of cast stone
in 98 sizes, all made on-site
•M
 anaged by Hospital
Corporation of America
(1984-1989)
• Opened debt-free

36

Moffitt Cancer Center • Moffitt.org

Right on schedule, Moffitt Cancer Center opened its doors on Oct. 27, 1986.
And right on schedule, just after 8 a.m., the first patient appeared.
Seventeen-year-old David Sheppard was actually scheduled for admission in the
afternoon. But the teenager wasn’t feeling well, so his mother, Mary, brought him in
early. That made the high
school junior, admitted
by Moffitt physician Eva
Hvizdala, M.D., Moffitt’s
first patient. Aplastic
anemia, a rare bone
marrow condition that
can be life-threatening,
had completely sapped
Sheppard’s energy; he
collapsed just inside
the doors.
Today, Sheppard
is a science teacher at
Gaither High School
in Tampa.

Moffitt Cancer Center was new and different
and not at all interested in business as usual.
“They wanted people who had a history of

Bill Fuchs

building something, creating a new institution or setting up a new department,”
recalled Phil Johnson, M.S., R.Ph., F.A.S.H.P., founding director of Moffitt’s
Pharmacy. “The spirit was ‘don’t limit yourself by your old traditions. This
is going to be built on teamwork, and it’s going to be something better because of
that synergy of effort.’” For Karl, the center’s first medical director, the memory of
creating a completely new institution, from the floorboards up, elicited a beaming
smile. “We spent a lot of time planning the hospital of our dreams. All of us were
drawn to this because here was a fresh piece of paper.”
“There aren’t many cancer centers like this one in the country,” read an early
recruiting brochure. “We are trying to put together a hospital that cares for patients
and treats diseases, not the other way around. And we intend to find new ways, both
scientific and human, to treat patients with cancer.”
Guiding the institution was a unique set of community leaders who were particularly
tuned in to the Moffitt mission. “The emotions that board members experienced were
unlike any other hospital facility that I’ve ever been a part of,” remembered Couch.
“We had an impressive board from the very outset, consisting of people like Roy
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Speer, who started Home Shopping Network.
As a businessman, his input into some
Bill Fuchs, H. Worth Boyce, M.D., Richard Karl, M.D.

of the tough decisions we had to make at the

very beginning was quite helpful to us, as was Tampa attorney Clint Brown. We also
had John Lott Brown, who was then president of the University of South Florida, and,
of course, myself, Lee Moffitt, Tampa banker Don Buchanan, and Marty Silbiger,
M.B.A., M.D., who would later become dean of the USF College of Medicine.”
Mary Beth Reardon, a registered nurse who had joined the cancer center as
director of Medical Surgical Nursing before the doors opened in 1985, remembers the
focus that Bill Fuchs placed on values. “Early on, we took time to talk about values.
The leadership had the time to talk about things like working
together and always putting the patient first. Some of that is
commonly said, but we had the time to really work that into the
fabric of how we do things....Bill really encouraged ownership.
He said, ‘sit down and talk to each other and figure out what
you need to do to be the greatest hospital you can be.’ He gave
us permission, if you will, to do that. We really invested in
ourselves and invested in the future of the cancer center.”
“It was very, very exciting,” remembered Fuchs, who was
Mary Beth Reardon, R.N.
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Guiding the institution
was a unique set of
community leaders who
were particularly tuned in
to the Moffitt mission.

Early board photo: Back row,
Albert C. Hartley, Don Buchanan,
Mac Smith, H. Juergen Nord, M.D.,
Richard Karl, M.D., Ted Couch;
front row Bill Fuchs, Terrell Sessums,
Martin Silbiger, M.D., H. Lee Moffitt,
John Lott Brown, Ph.D.
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in his mid-30s at the time. “When I was recruiting, I used to
say, ‘If there was something you didn’t like about the job
you’re currently in, this was your chance to fix it, to do
it the right way.’ The expectations were very high, and
if you were unable to meet them, then there were those
who weren’t chosen to join us. We wanted to set a strong
culture that would transcend us. That was a conscious decision, that was not by
accident. Going forward, every job was to cure cancer.”

INDEPENDENT AND FOCUSED ON FLEXIBILITY
Denis Cavanagh. M.D., Eva Hvizdala, M.D.,
H. Worth Boyce, M.D.

The organization’s structure was designed to be fleet-footed. While located on
17 acres at USF, courtesy of the Florida Legislature, the not-for-profit corporation was
not managed by the university, but rather led by

“G oing forward, every job
was to cure cancer.”

a board of directors and managed by Hospital
Corporation of America. HCA managed the
institution for five years until the cancer center
recruited its first executive director, Nicolas C.
Porter, who left The Johns Hopkins Hospital to
help lead the fledgling cancer center in Tampa
Neil Fenske, M.D., C. Wayne Cruse, M.D.,
Judy Clinton R.N., Gary Lyman, M.D.
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Blood And Marrow
Transplant Program opens
The Blood and Marrow Transplantation Program opened in
October 1989, fulfilling an early goal of making Moffitt Cancer Center a true
total service oncology facility. The program opened with four beds. Today it is the largest
blood and marrow transplant program in the Southeast, averaging more than 430 transplants a year.
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Nicolas C. Porter
Nicolas C. Porter joined Moffitt Cancer
Center in 1988 as the executive
director and immediately began the
complex process of transitioning
Moffitt from a single hospital
corporation to a multiple corporation
cancer center and research institute.
In addition, he directed efforts to
establish a structure to integrate
USF medical school faculty into the
center; began a facilities expansion
program involving the renovation
and construction of additional
research space, offices and a child
care development center; and
upgraded Moffitt’s health information
technologies. He later served as chief
operating officer and executive vice
president of Institutional Advancement
& Corporate Relations. “What attracted
me to Moffitt was the absolute
dedication of board members like
Lee Moffitt, Ted Couch, Don Buchanan
and others to make a difference
in preventing and curing cancer,”
Porter remembered. “That same
dedication also was demonstrated
by the staff. Every employee, whether
at the bedside or on the loading
dock, believes in the mission of the
cancer center.”

in 1988. Porter had been recruited to Moffitt because of his background as an
administrator for a National Cancer Institute Comprehensive Cancer Center. “The
Board of Directors’ sole vision at that time was for the cancer center to work toward
becoming comprehensive,” Porter remembered.
H. Lee Moffitt also had been thinking about that 1985 R. Lee Clark study that
emphasized the importance of allowing the cancer center to have autonomy. As he had
done many times in his professional life, Moffitt would turn to the Florida Legislature
to seek a solution. “I sat down at a typewriter and wrote down everything that the
NCI required to become a Comprehensive Cancer Center. One of the things that
the NCI required was a center director with the power to control faculty, space and
revenues.” In 1987, the Legislature formally created new governance for the H. Lee
Moffitt Cancer Center & Research Institute at the University of South Florida, giving

Sharon Brost, R.N., Susan Tan, R.N.
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Bernadette Nadasio, Mary Mahoney, Francis West, Thelma Kolar

the not-for-profit corporation operating control
of the facility as an instrumentality of the state.

H. Lee Moffitt, Olivia Newton-John, John Easterling,
William S. Dalton, Ph.D., M.D., at the 2010 Magnolia Ball

It wasn’t until 1990, however, that the
Legislature amended Florida statutes to provide

John C. Ruckdeschel, M.D.

for a change in governance that created the position of an independent center director
and set the goal to become a comprehensive cancer center. “We weren’t able to hire
anyone to be a center director because they wouldn’t have any power,” said Moffitt.
“The minute we (changed the law), then we became attractive and able to hire a
center director. To this day, the center director of Moffitt Cancer Center is the only
center director in the nation to have his powers spelled out in a state statute.”
“That was the genius of it,” said Karl. “Lee was very tactical. He saw that we
didn’t have the centralized authority that we needed. At that time, I thought, ‘Geez,
there are an awful lot of requirements to become an NCI-designated Comprehensive
Cancer Center.’ But we had an outside body (the Legislature) that said, ‘This is how
you’ve got to do it.’”
The state mandate that created Moffitt Cancer Center called for the facility to become
a leader and statewide resource in patient care, research and education. When John C.
Ruckdeschel, M.D., arrived in late 1991 to take the helm as the center’s first director, the
research part of that directive was limited to a handful of staff and laboratories.

Magnolia Ball
begins its reign
In 1994, the Moffitt Cancer
Center Foundation held its first
Magnolia Ball. A black-tie affair
chaired by Sunny Endicott at
the Tampa Yacht & Country
Club, the ball raised $80,000.
The purpose of the ball was to
help fund the Magnolia Lodging
Program, which assisted patients
who required nearby housing
while receiving treatment.
Over the years, its featured
entertainment has included Lou
Rawls, The Beach Boys, Huey
Lewis and The News, and The
Doobie Brothers. In 2016, the
Magnolia Ball marked its 23rd
gala. To date, it has raised more
than $35 million, and the funds
now support a wide variety of
programs in cancer research,
patient care and education.
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Sen. Connie Mack, Cynthia Wells King

Cynthia Wells King
School dedicated
When the cancer center opened
in 1986, it cared for adults and
children. The Cynthia Wells
King School was named for the
teacher whose creativity and
unwavering spirit of dedication
inspired dozens of children
with life-threatening diseases
to earn their high school GED
or diplomas. It was named and
dedicated on Jan. 13, 1991, by the
School District of Hillsborough
County. Students at the school
ranged in age from preschool to
college, and under King’s caring
leadership, the National Association
of Dropout Prevention designated
it as a model program. The Cynthia
Wells King School was moved to
the pediatric unit of Tampa General
Hospital in 1994, as the cancer
center transitioned pediatric
cancer care to All Children’s
Hospital in St. Petersburg,
now known as Johns Hopkins
All Children’s Hospital.
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“I think as I came here, the memory
that sticks out in my mind was the
extraordinary potential of the institution,”
said Ruckdeschel at the 10th anniversary of
the cancer center. “Here was a magnificent
patient facility, one of the best in the world
really, totally devoted to cancer patients,
but not being used anywhere near its
potential.”

Julie Djeu, Ph.D., H. Lee Moffitt

With statutory authority to support the center director’s duties and
responsibilities and at the Board’s direction, Ruckdeschel immediately began
the push to accelerate research at Moffitt. He started by recruiting a 5-foot tall
powerhouse named Julie Djeu, Ph.D., an immunologist who was one of the original
contributors to the understanding of natural killer (NK) cells. He followed up by
assembling an executive management team during the next four years that drew
leading scientists from across the country. The team included W. Jack Pledger, Ph.D.,
a cancer cell biologist from Vanderbilt, leading the recruitment and direction of
the basic research program; Jeffrey Krischer, Ph.D., from the University of Florida,
leading cancer control research; and William S. Dalton, Ph.D., M.D., leading clinical

Moffitt Research Center
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investigations, whose job it was to keep the concept of translational research in
motion at Moffitt – moving discoveries from the laboratory to patient care. That
Volunteer Pam Dickens was recognized
for 25 years of service in 2016. Dickens,
pictured here with Chief Operating Officer
Jack Kolosky, helped to start the Pet
Therapy program at Moffitt.

Volunteers play
important role
Before the doors even opened at
Moffitt in 1986, volunteers played
an important role in contributing
to the mission of the cancer center.
“I think that our Moffitt family is
much richer for the experience
that our volunteers bring to our
workplace,” said Chief Operating
Officer Jack Kolosky, who also is
president of the Moffitt Hospital.
“We have more than 500 volunteers
from all ages and backgrounds who
join our team to simply ‘give back’
or to help make a difference in the
lives of others.” Volunteers work in
82 different service areas at all four
of the cancer center’s campuses.
Opportunities are available in
the adult, student and summer
teen programs.
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meant forging a bond between a very strong basic science component, created

BUILDING THE BACKBONE
OF SCIENCE
As Moffitt Cancer Center turned
its attention to achieving designation by
the National Cancer Institute in the early
1990s, the most critical recruit at the time
was W. Jack Pledger, Ph.D., who joined
Moffitt in 1993 from Vanderbilt University.
Pledger became the associate center
director for basic science research and
radically expanded basic research efforts
over the coming years. The intent was to
fortify efforts by the cancer center to attain
W. Jack Pledger, Ph.D.
NCI designation and ultimately achieve
Comprehensive Cancer Center status, both of which were accomplished by 2001.
As deputy director, Pledger set the stage for creating the Moffitt Research
Institute, to be led by Thomas Sellers, Ph.D., M.P.H. The MRI would provide an academic
home and environment for the rigors of sustaining the cancer center’s research.

by Pledger, and a nationally known clinical
emphasis, which had flourished since the
cancer center opened. Together, Ruckdeschel,
Pledger, Krischer and Dalton built a team of
more than 60 researchers and physician-scientists who were carefully handpicked
and recruited. The result was a growing list of federally funded research grants –
rising from less than $500,000 in 1991 to more than $11 million by 1997.
All of this effort was moving toward a two-step goal. First, the cancer center
sought “designation” by the National Cancer Institute, which means earning
what is called a Cancer Center Support Grant from the NCI. The grant provides
monetary funding and, perhaps of greater consequence, it enhances the stature of
an institution to attract additional federal grant funding. The second step was to
attain Comprehensive Cancer Center status – the toughest and most prestigious
designation for a cancer center.
“I remember hearing that R. Lee Clark and Bob (Robert W.) Day, director of the
Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, were the first to explain to Lee (Moffitt)

Moffitt debuts
medical journal
After many months of planning,
writing, proofing and designing,
the premier issue of Cancer
Control: Journal of the Moffitt
Cancer Center hit the medical
newsstands in January 1994,
making Moffitt the only
university-based cancer center
that publishes a journal of
this caliber. Originally edited
by John Horton, MB, ChB,
FACP, the journal has become
an international resource,
reaching readers in more than
84 countries. Cancer Control
become an online publication
in 2015.

about being a NCI-designated Comprehensive Cancer Center,” said Pledger. “I think
it appealed to him that someone else would judge the caliber of your cancer center.
You would know that you were one of the top places in the country, measuring
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up to places like MD Anderson and Memorial
Sloan-Kettering.”
Ted Kennedy Jr., center

Cancer Center marks
10th anniversary
Ted Kennedy Jr. came to the
Moffitt Research Center on a
warm afternoon in October 1996
and brought a message of hope
to the 550 cancer survivors
who gathered to mark Moffitt’s
10th anniversary.
“We’re here today for three
very important reasons,” said
Kennedy, a cancer survivor.
“We are here today to affirm our
belief in the dignity of all people
in our society, to recognize the
tremendous personal struggles
of countless numbers of people,
and to acknowledge our common
journey of fear, emotional isolation
and pain…but also to celebrate
our triumphs and our willingness
to face up to our challenges with
courage and with pride.”

48

Moffitt Cancer Center • Moffitt.org

The first part of that goal would come more
quickly than ever anticipated.
1997 internal memo

BEHIND-THE-SCENES TEAMWORK
From the cancer center’s opening in 1986 to the submission of an 800-page
document known as the NCI Cancer Center Support Grant in 1997, an orchestration
of efforts occurred behind the scenes that made the final NCI designation possible.
Anne Goff, who was then manager of Research Services, coordinated those efforts
– making sure no one missed a cue in submitting written documents for the
presentation of the grant to the NCI site visit team in June 1997.
“It was a very complicated process,” said Goff. “First, we had to analyze and
figure out what we needed as a cancer center to be able to submit the core grant. Then,
we had to find out how to structure our shared resources and research programs to
fall within the guidelines.” Some of the key elements included the development
of three distinct scientific programs (basic research, cancer control and clinical
investigations); seven core laboratories and one new core laboratory (transgenic
mouse models); and the clinical research unit, where phase I and II clinical research

trials would prove the safety and
effectiveness of new treatments.
One of the most critical
reviews was a meeting of Moffitt’s
Council of Scientific Advisors in
December 1996, just two months
before the grant was to be
submitted. The council had been
created by Moffitt in the state
statute to act as an advisory group

Council of Scientific Advisors at a 1994 meeting: back row,
Paul Bunn, M.D., H. Lee Moffitt, John C. Ruckdeschel, M.D.,
Steven Rosen, M.D. Front row, Garth Nicholson, Ph.D.,
Robert W. Day, M.D., Ph.D., Paul Engstrom, M.D.

in preparing to submit the core grant. When it first met in 1994, the group was
composed of six nationally recognized cancer scientists from throughout the nation
selected by the Board of Directors. Led by Robert W. Day, M.D., then director of the
Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, all had gone through similar core grant

“T hen they told us that
if we worked every minute
of every day for the next
six weeks, we might be
ready by the deadline
of Feb. 1, 1997. Well,
that is exactly what
we did. We worked very
hard and went ahead
with it. And we did it.”

cycles for their own institutions. “Our team presented the grant to the council, and
several council members said we were not ready,” remembered Goff. “Then they
told us that if we worked every minute of every day for the next six weeks, we
might be ready by the deadline of Feb. 1, 1997. Well, that is exactly what we did.
We worked very hard and went ahead with it. And we did it.”

THIRTY YEARS OF COURAGE

49

THIRTY

MOFFITT 1986 - 2016

Florida Legislature
passes bill to
create the
H. Lee Moffitt
Cancer Center
& Research
Institute

1981

1984
1983
Moffitt Cancer
Center breaks
ground
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Moffitt Cancer
Center names
its first Center
Director, John C.
Ruckdeschel, M.D.

Francis T.
Borkowski, Ph.D.,
named chairman
of Moffitt Board
of Directors

John Lott Brown,
Ph.D., named
chairman of
Moffitt Board
of Directors

1988
1986
Moffitt Cancer
Center opens

Moffitt Cancer
Center earns NCI
Comprehensive
Cancer Center status

1991
1989
Blood and Marrow
Transplant
Program opens

Sen. Connie Mack
of Florida named
Chairman of Moffitt
Board of Directors

Moffitt
Research
Center opens

1995
1993
Ted Couch, Sr.,
named chairman
of Moffitt Board
of Directors

2001
1998
Moffitt Cancer
Center earns
National Cancer
Institute (NCI)
Cancer Center
Support Grant

YEARS OF COURAGE
The Vincent A. Stabile
Research Building and
expanded Muriel Rothman
Building (Moffitt Clinic) open
ABC newsman and melanoma
survivor Sam Donaldson named
chair of Moffitt Board of Advisors
Moffitt Cancer Center
establishes Total Cancer Care®

2003
2002
William S. Dalton,
Ph.D., M.D., named
president, CEO and
center director

Alan F. List,
M.D., named
president
and CEO
Robert Rothman
named chairman
of Moffitt Board
of Directors

2008
2006
Moffitt
establishes
M2Gen®
to develop
Personalized
Medicine

Thomas A.
Sellers, Ph.D.,
named center
director

Bob Griese named
chairman of Moffitt
Board of Advisors

2010
2009
M2Gen® opens
on new McKinley
campus

Moffitt earns
Magnet
Recognition®
for its nursing
excellence
Moffitt McKinley
Outpatient
Center opens

2012
2011
Moffitt at
International
Plaza
Outpatient
Center opens

2015
2014

2016

ORIEN research
collaboration starts
with partnership
of Moffitt and the
James Cancer Center
of Ohio State
University

Timothy J. Adams
named chairman
of Moffitt Board
of Directors
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H. Lee Moffitt

1
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ACHIEVING THE IMPOSSIBLE
“Opening the Moffitt Research Center set us up to accomplish NCI
designation,” said Couch of the 101,000-square-foot building that
Dick Greco, H. Lee Moffitt

joined the Moffitt campus in 1995. Originally built across the street
from Moffitt as the USF Eye Institute, the building was given to the cancer
center by the Legislature to be used for its burgeoning research effort.

“You can’t be an NCI-designated center without being able to show that you
have the capability to conduct meaningful research and you have the manpower and
facilities to accomplish that. Bringing the research building online set into motion the
finality of getting our NCI designation.”
The spring of 1998 will be remembered at Moffitt Cancer Center as a time when
one of its most ambitious goals became a reality. Moffitt received the NCI designation
for its scientific excellence only 12 years after opening. In doing so, it fulfilled
the first step of the Florida Legislature’s directive to become an NCI-designated
Comprehensive Cancer Center, which had been drafted on paper by H. Lee Moffitt
himself. The cancer center also earned a prestigious national status held at the time

Moffitt received the
NCI designation only
12 years after opening.
In doing so, it fulfilled the
first step of the Florida
Legislature’s directive to
become an NCI-designated
Comprehensive Cancer
Center.

by only 57 other cancer centers in the United States. For Moffitt, it was an honor
made even more special by its timing. The cancer center was the youngest institution
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at the time ever to be awarded the designation.
“The nucleus of research and peer-reviewed grants
was really quite strong,” remembered Day, then-chair of
the Council of Scientific Advisors. “When the core grant
Employees celebrate the NCI designation
announcement

application was successful, it really was a milestone.
It put Moffitt in the league of all of the other NCI cancer centers.” For Pledger, it
was “proof to the world of our quality, of what makes you what you are. We were
standing toe-to-toe with places like Vanderbilt and Johns Hopkins. It was recognition
of a quality that had been measured by the toughest standards in this country.”
Practically speaking, NCI designation led to more opportunities – increased NCI

The cancer center was
the youngest institution
at the time ever to be
awarded the designation.

research grants; increased stature that led to additional federal and private research
grants; and an increased recruitment of top scientists and physicians. The elite
designation also contributed to the awareness that Moffitt Cancer Center not only
excelled in cancer care and research, but that this public/private partnership with
the state created an economic engine for Florida’s economy.

STATE INVESTMENT DOUBLES RESEARCH SPACE
In the last minutes of the 1998 Florida legislative session, a spirited fight for
bricks and mortar funding was waged on behalf of Moffitt Cancer Center. When the
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dust settled, Florida Gov. Lawton Chiles traveled to Tampa
on June 10, 1998, to personally sign into law a bill that funded
construction of what was then called the Tower Project –

Carol Johnson McKee, H. Lee Moffitt

350,000 square feet of space that would bridge the hospital
and the Moffitt Research Center. Inside the Tower would be
the only weapon thought capable of truly conquering the
disease – research.
“The bill I’m signing today will help us continue our fight
against cancer by providing more than $100 million in cigarette
tax funds over the next 10 years,” Chiles said before an audience
of more than 100 staff members, patients, legislators and
members of the media. ”Each year, these funds will be replaced
with dollars from our tobacco victory. I get a lot of satisfaction
out of that…I can’t think of a more appropriate way for cigarette
tax money and tobacco settlement money to be used than
spending it on research that is literally going to save lives.”
Cancer research at Moffitt had maintained a rapid pace since 1991, when

Rep. Victor Crist, Rep. Deborah Tamargo,
Sen. Jack Latvala, Rep. Rudy Bradley,
Sen. Ginny Brown-Waite, Gov. Lawton Chiles

Ruckdeschel arrived. Under the original design, research space accounted for only
18,000 square feet. With the directive from the Legislature to attain NCI designation,
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Ed Droste thanks Jon and Cindy
Gruden for supporting the creation
of the Gruden Huddle Room, used for
scientific and clinical team huddles

Moffitt Foundation funds
future advancements
Moffitt Cancer Center was
built through the generosity of
countless people during the past 30 years.
Generosity that has fueled the Cancer
Center’s research efforts, enhanced patient
care, helped to support the creation of lifesaving drugs and therapies, and funded its
personalized cancer care initiative.
“Donations of all amounts are crucial
to our mission,” said Ed Droste, chairman
of the Moffitt Cancer Center Foundation
Board of Directors. “Each gift
represents an investment
and belief in our commitment
to world-class research and
clinical care.”
The Foundation is focused
Ed Droste
on expanding its base of
philanthropic support to match the national
and international status achieved by the
Cancer Center. Outreach, awareness and
fundraising efforts are now taking place
throughout the country, and grateful
patients and friends are serving as
extraordinary Moffitt ambassadors by
leading fundraising efforts in places such
as Miami, Fort Lauderdale, New York,
Colorado and beyond.

56

Moffitt Cancer Center • Moffitt.org

research space catapulted to 90,000 square
feet by the fall of 1996, in part because of
the addition of the Moffitt Research Center
in 1995. Although plans had been under way for several years to build a research
tower, the NCI designation in February 1998 had pushed further expansion of the
cancer center onto center stage.
In the final design, the Tower Project transformed into two major buildings –
the Muriel Rothman Building (Moffitt Clinic) and the Vincent A. Stabile Research
Building. The 350,000-square-foot expansion provided room for research laboratories,
clinical programs, a sophisticated auditorium and meeting rooms.

SEN. CONNIE MACK JOINS THE MOFFITT FAMILY
As the cancer center hurtled toward its next goal – NCI Comprehensive Cancer
Center status – it sought to raise the bar on its presence as an up-and-coming
cancer center. The ship found its rudder in former U.S. Sen. Connie Mack.
After an 18-year political career, Mack retired from the U.S. Senate in 2000 and
then set his sights on issues that held personal importance for him. One of those at
the top of the list was cancer – a disease that killed his younger brother and father
and afflicted his mother, his wife, his daughter and also took its turn with him.

Sen. Connie Mack

During his career in politics, Mack was a passionate
advocate for both preventive health care and medical
research. He was instrumental in persuading his
Congressional colleagues to double the budget of the National Institutes of Health
at a time when many in Washington pushed for budget cuts. Thanks to his help, the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention created a program for breast and cervical
cancer screening for underserved women. He also fought to ensure that Medicare
patients would be covered for participation in clinical trials.
The announcement that he would vacate his U.S. Senate seat shocked his
colleagues, who wondered why this influential leader would walk away from his
political career when he was virtually assured re-election. “As tides go in, tides go
out,” he said at the time. “My motivations
had changed. If you lose touch with who
you are, you are in trouble. I sensed the
time had come to leave.”
Much to Moffitt Cancer Center’s good
fortune, one of the activities that Mack
chose to pursue was taking the helm of
Standing, Linda Campbell, Mary Kay Foody. Seated, Nancy (Shirkman)
Ziel, Janet Trigger, Mary Beth Reardon, Leslie (Wagner) McMahon,
Judy Miller, Agnes Manka

Florida’s fight against cancer by becoming

Ted Couch Cancer
Research Lectureship
showcases pioneers
The Ted Couch Cancer Research
Lectureship was created in
1999 by an endowment from
the Cortner-Couch Chair in
Basic Research, held by John
Cleveland, Ph.D., associate
center director for Basic Science.
Board member Ted Couch
founded the endowed chair
with his late business partner,
George Cortner, in 1981. The
$1 million endowment became
the impetus for Moffitt’s
increased emphasis on basic
research. The Ted Couch Cancer
Research Lectureship began
by honoring the work of Bert
Vogelstein in 1999. The award
has honored and showcased
17 scientific pioneers, including
Robert A. Weinberg (pictured)
in 2001.
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Sen. Connie Mack and wife, Priscilla, with daughter Debbie Caldwell and her husband, Charles

“I t is my belief that there
are no more important
issues than finding a cure
for cancer.”

chairman of the board of Moffitt Cancer Center. On Feb. 9, 2001, he succeeded Ted
Couch, who stepped down after nine years as chair (1993-2001).
“It is my belief that there are no more important issues than finding a cure for
cancer,” Mack said. “Ten years from now, I want to be able to look back and say that
I accomplished as much in these 10 years to move medical research forward in the
fight against cancer as I did in the 12 years I was in the Senate.” Mack stepped down
from the chairmanship in 2009 and continues to serve on the board and chairs the
Research Committee of the board. He was followed by Robert Rothman, president
and CEO of Black Diamond Capital, who oversaw a period of tremendous growth
at the cancer center throughout his tenure. He stepped down as chair in June 2016,
and handed the gavel to businessman Timothy J. Adams, who joined Moffitt’s
Institute Board of Directors in 1992.
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“Connie came to the cancer center at a critical
juncture,” remembered Moffitt. “His leadership was
largely responsible for us being able to take a quantum
step in the further development of the mission of the
institution.”

Patient Kenton Hofmeister and his wife, surrounded
by members of the Malignant Hematology team

G. Douglas Letson, M.D.

Team concept drives patient care, science
Whether in patient care or research, Moffitt Cancer Center is built on
teams — bringing together diverse talents, specialties and perspectives
that help to drive new ideas.
“It’s a concept that we prioritized from the beginning,” said G. Douglas
Letson, M.D., who joined Moffitt in 1993 as its first orthopedic surgical
oncologist and now oversees the cancer center’s 430-plus physicians and
advanced practice professionals as executive vice president, physician in
chief. “We have built our oncology programs around the patient’s needs,
with the patient at the center of everything we do.”
For the patient, that means 14 patient care programs that are defined by
the cancer site, such as breast, lung or skin, with each program having
a devoted team made up of a wide variety of disciplines all specializing
in that site. Teams frequently include medical oncologists, surgeons,
radiation oncologists, radiologists, pathologists, registered nurses, social
workers, dietitians, pharmacists and clinical research nurses. As a team,
the group reviews new cases and determines next steps for treatment.

Hongwei Wang, M.D.

“In the last few years, we have sought to
enhance that model, seeking to make the patient’s
time with our doctors as efficient as possible,”
said Louis B. Harrison, M.D., deputy physician
in chief, chair of the department of Radiation
Oncology and architect of that new model. “If an
individual needs to see a medical oncologist, a
radiation oncologist and a surgical oncologist in
Louis B. Harrison, M.D.
the same day, we try to make that happen.” The
end result, he said, is “more coordinated care that better serves patients
and families. We are one of the first centers in the country to develop this
level of multidisciplinary clinic.”
THIRTY YEARS OF COURAGE
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Staff celebrate the announcement of
Comprehensive vCancer Center status
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THE HIGHEST HONOR ARRIVES
On the morning of April 4, 2001, an envelope arrived at the loading dock
of Moffitt Cancer Center. In it was a simple, one-page statement from the
National Cancer Institute that bestowed on Moffitt the highest honor that
can be given to a cancer center — recognition as a National Cancer Institute
Comprehensive Cancer Center.

John C. Ruckdeschel, M.D.

“The comprehensive designation validates the mission that we’ve had these
many years,” Lee Moffitt said at the time. “To have the world understand and take
notice that what we’ve been doing in Tampa has borne fruit, that we are providing
high-quality clinical care and that our research is among the best anywhere in the
nation is one more statement of what’s been achieved at Moffitt Cancer Center.”
NCI Comprehensive Cancer Center status means that an institution has a
far-reaching scientific program, well beyond what it takes to achieve the initial
designation. “The requirements include the origination of promising clinical trials;
programs for cancer prevention; training for health care professionals; cancer
education and outreach; and a strong core of ongoing research in basic science,
cancer control and clinical investigations with extensive interactions between those
areas of research,” said Pledger.

“T o have the world understand
and take notice that what
we’ve been doing in Tampa
has borne fruit, that we are
providing high-quality clinical
care and that our research is
among the best anywhere in the
nation is one more statement
of what’s been achieved at
Moffitt Cancer Center.”
THIRTY YEARS OF COURAGE
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Key to that success was collaboration. New faculty recruits
arriving at Moffitt found “open” laboratories, sprawling
floors of research space defined by a lack of physical barriers
Helena Zhao, Javier Torres-Roca, M.D.,
Hongling Zhang

What does NCI
Comprehensive Cancer
Center status mean?
Achieving NCI Comprehensive
Cancer Center status recognizes
a cancer center’s research and
treatment programs as being
among the best in the country.
Practically speaking, it translates to
greater opportunities to contribute
to the prevention and cure of
cancer because of:

and an encouragement to share resources as well as ideas.
Cellular biologists mixed with molecular oncologists, and cancer control scientists
mixed with immunologists. Ultimately, they all mixed with clinicians – tying their
scientific endeavors to everyday issues faced by cancer patients and their doctors
the world over.
And right about the same time, outpatient visits to Moffitt Cancer Center reached
an all-time high of 161,515 a year, a dramatic 69 percent increase in only five years. By
2003, when the Muriel Rothman
Building (Moffitt Clinic) and
Vincent A. Stabile Research
Building were brought online,

• Increased NCI research grants

outpatient clinical areas nearly

• Increased stature that leads to
additional federal and private
research grants

doubled in size. On average,

• Increased recruitment of top
scientists and physicians

the cancer center was seeing an
amazing 10 percent increase in
growth as each year passed.
Andrea Shaffer, ARNP, Charles Williams, M.D.
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Landmark gift named Vincent
A. Stabile Research Building
In June 2002, philanthropist and retired
businessman Vincent A. Stabile made
the largest private donation to Moffitt
Cancer Center at that time.
Shortly after celebrating his gift,
the cancer center honored the life
of Stabile, who died at his home in
Naples on July 13, 2002. A mechanical
engineer, Stabile began his family
business, Industrial Retaining Ring Co.,
in Mount Vernon, N.Y., in 1950. Shortly
thereafter, the company expanded to
larger quarters in its own building in
Irvington, N.J. His hands-on involvement,
his basic patent on the “Dispensing of
Retaining Rings,” and his innovative
management were largely responsible
for the rapid success of the business.
“Before I visited Moffitt, I realized that
Southwest Florida needed a center
dedicated to the treatment and research
of cancer,” Stabile said in June 2002.
“A visit to Moffitt convinced me that,
with its National Cancer Institute
accreditation as a Comprehensive
Cancer Center, Moffitt was filling the
void. I was impressed by the obvious
determination to find the keys to
treating and hopefully eliminating the
various forms of cancer.”

Loveleen Kang, M.D.
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William S. Dalton, Ph.D., M.D.
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WITH GROWTH COMES CHANGE
WILLIAM S. DALTON NAMED CENTER DIRECTOR

In June 2002, Ruckdeschel stepped down after an action-packed 10-year run
that had seen a quick and dramatic buildup of the research operation, followed
by a successful bid for NCI designation and comprehensive cancer center
status. What happened next would constitute an important sea change in the
direction of the cancer center.

Moffitt’s Board of Directors sought new leadership by bringing back William S.
Dalton, Ph.D., M.D. Dalton first came to Moffitt in late 1996 from the University of
Arizona, where he founded its Bone Marrow Transplant Program. The physician-

“I enjoy being in a place
where the mission is
clear and the people are
passionate about their
involvement.”

scientist arrived in Tampa at the height of the all-out push to gain NCI designation.
Dalton brought a vital missing piece to the table. His Clinical Investigations Program
produced translational research aimed at “translating” laboratory successes into new
and improved treatments for patients.
Dalton looked at translational research from both sides of the coin. He earned
his Ph.D. in toxicology first and then sought his medical degree because he felt it
enhanced his ability to conduct research, particularly clinical research, “which had
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Pamela Hodul, M.D., Elizabeth Horvath J.S.,
Mokenge Malafa, M.D.,v Reddy Donapaty, DVM, Ph.D.
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an actual impact on patient care,” he said. “Translational research is only as good
as the basic science information you want to translate. One thing that attracted me
to Moffitt was that the basic scientists, such as Jack Pledger, were aggressive and
outstanding, and they were willing to work with clinicians to apply the information
that they were generating to a cancer problem.”
After five years with the cancer center, Dalton was lured back to the University
of Arizona, where he had taken on the prestigious role of dean of the College of
Medicine. However, when Connie Mack, Ted Couch and Lee Moffitt called, he
quickly returned. The reason, he said, was the people who work at Moffitt.
“I think if you went to every employee and faculty member at the cancer center,
they would tell you that we’re here to fulfill our mission – to contribute to the
prevention and cure of cancer. And that, to me, is incredible. I enjoy being in a place
where the mission is clear and the people are passionate about their involvement.”

BRINGING DEFINITION TO PERSONALIZED CANCER CARE
Bringing translational research to life at an institution takes a strong foothold in
basic science, an equally strong contingent of clinicians wishing to apply laboratory
successes to real patient problems, and a cerebral mix of willing personalities who
put science and the patient first and egos second. Upon arriving back at the cancer

Education and training serves
needs of Florida
Moffitt Cancer Center contributes to the
education and training of more oncology care
providers than any other organization in the
state of Florida. Moffitt provides more than
1,800 training experiences for biomedical
researchers and health care professionals
annually. These include more than 100
medical residents and clinical fellows in
Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical
Education-accredited
programs each year;
Moffitt Cancer Center
a high school internship
contributes to the
program in integrative
mathematical
education and training
oncology; SPARK
of more oncology care
(Summer Program
for Advancement of
providers than any
Knowledge); and Project
other organization in
Link, which serves
underrepresented
the state of Florida.
high school and
undergraduate students. At the graduate
level, the cancer center directs an accredited
Ph.D. program in cancer biology and another
in medical physics, both in collaboration with
the University of South Florida.
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Debbie Philips

Ashley McGee

Patient & Family Advisory
Council promotes collaboration
The patient comes first at Moffitt Cancer
Center, and nowhere is that better
exemplified than with the creation of the
Patient and Family Advisory Council in
2005. The program creates a platform
for patients and family members to share
their unique perspectives on ways to
enhance communication and improve
patient safety and satisfaction. The goal is
to create a partnership between patients
and staff that will continually improve the
delivery of care. Although many hospitals
across the country now have similar
programs, Moffitt was a pioneer in inviting
patients and families to collaborate with
staff members. It was the second NCI
comprehensive cancer center in the nation
to start such a program. “We strive to
bring the patient and family perspective
into everything we do at Moffitt,” says
council co-chair Debbie Philips, who was
a caregiver for a bone marrow transplant
recipient. Adds her fellow co-chair and
cancer survivor Ashley McGee, “I am
rewarded by the fact that my thoughts are
taken seriously and that Moffitt considers
the patient perspective to be at the very
core of what is important.”
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center, Dalton was challenged to continue the translational milieu he had created in
his first stop and build something even broader and more sustaining that would lead
the institution into the future.
Working with his leadership team, Dalton began to develop a concept that
would capture the spirit of where the institution was headed. It revolved around
“personalized medicine,” a term that had firmly planted itself in medical and
scientific lexicon by the early 21st century. The idea was that new advances in
genetics and molecular profiling – combined with the mapping of the human
genome – would allow physicians to better understand a patient’s cancer and make
therapeutic decisions in ways that were never before possible. Scientists would be
able to more clearly define cancer treatments for the individual rather than for a
category of cancer patients, i.e., more precise, personalized treatment for one breast
cancer patient with ductal carcinoma rather than giving the same treatment to all
breast cancer patients with that same disease. The truth was – and continues to be in
some cases – that if you give the same treatment to 100 people with the same kind of
cancer, only a small number may benefit.
The opportunity, as Dalton saw it, was to take a fresh look at the big picture
of how this new technology could truly impact the treatment of cancer patients
– from more personalized care to where they were physically treated and when

Julio Pow-Sang, M.D.
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they received the treatment. The result was something called Total Cancer Care®,
Sam Donaldson

Bob Griese

Sam Donaldson, Bob Griese
chair national Board
of Advisors
In 2003, Sen. Connie Mack saw
an opportunity to increase
national awareness for Moffitt by
creating an advisory board that
drew on individuals who shared
the cancer center’s enthusiasm
for fighting cancer. The Board of
Directors chairman turned to his
good friend and fellow melanoma
survivor, Sam Donaldson, to lead
the effort by becoming the first
chairman of the Board of Advisors.
The group now has more than 30
members from business, media,
entertainment and sports. NFL Hall
of Fame member Bob Griese
is the current chairman.
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a visionary research protocol that was established to create evidence in support of
precision medicine. The study is all about collecting information on cancer patients,
or those at risk of cancer, including samples of their blood, tumor, bone marrow

Moffitt McKinley
Outpatient Center

and other biological specimens. In what was originally a first-of-its-kind program,
patients agree to be studied throughout their lifetimes and to be re-contacted for
future studies or treatments.
All of that valuable information is then funneled into a longitudinal database,
which becomes the source for the collection, storage, integration and management
of clinical data and scientific findings for future translation into new discoveries.
Moffitt’s approach started at the front end with the patient, integrating all the data
from that first visit forward. With each new patient, the compilation of data and
assessment of outcomes grows larger, allowing scientists to develop what are called
evidence-based treatment guidelines – basing treatment on what evidence shows is
working. That information ultimately is cycled back to frontline oncologists. (Years
later, the cancer center invested more than $10 million to create a health research
and informatics infrastructure that not only houses data on TCC-consented patients
but also detailed data on all of the patients seen at Moffitt since the cancer center
converted to an electronic medical record system in 1998.)
This new way of envisioning the disease incorporated translational research at
every step along the continuum of care by studying genetic predispositions and
following patients through screening, diagnosis, treatment and survivorship. As

Moffitt at International Plaza

Improving Access To
Outpatient Care
As the number of patients seeking care
at Moffitt Cancer Center continues to
increase, the cancer center has opened
two outpatient facilities to meet those
growing needs. In 2011, Moffitt at
International Plaza opened near Tampa
International Airport and International
Plaza. The two-story center offers a wide
variety of treatment services including
infusion, radiation therapy, radiology and
screening services. In 2015, the Moffitt
McKinley Outpatient Center opened. It
is home to the Breast Cancer Clinic and
the Skin Cancer Clinic, two of the cancer
center’s largest outpatient programs.
The six-story center also includes an
outpatient surgery center, diagnostic
imaging and breast imaging, an infusion
center, and a wide variety of additional
patient services.

the bank of patient information began to grow, so too did the technological tools

THIRTY YEARS OF COURAGE

71

that allow scientists and
physicians to develop a

Dr. Alan List, Frank Morsani,
Carol Morsani, Dr. Anthony Magliocco

Morsani Molecular
Diagnostics Laboratory
The Morsani Molecular
Diagnostics Laboratory
is revolutionizing cancer
diagnostics by using the most
advanced genetic testing tools
available to improve precision
in patient care provided by the
cancer center. Studies show as
many as 30 percent of initial
cancer diagnoses are revised
to indicate a different type of
cancer. This laboratory seeks
to reduce that number by
developing clinical biomarkers
that can help identify the right
drug for a particular patient or
determine if a specific clinical
trial is a good match for a
patient with a certain tumor
gene mutation. The laboratory is
funded by a generous gift from
Frank and Carol Morsani.
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system for identifying the
diagnosis, prognosis and
Richard Lush, Ph.D., Maria Trice, R.N., Semi Bastien, R.N.

response to therapy for

every case diagnosed in order to have that information on hand permanently
in the database. Using genomics and proteomics, newly diagnosed patients can
have molecular profiles of their tumors identified through analysis of genes and
proteins found in each tumor. This information helps researchers understand
how tumors differ from normal tissues and how tumors differ from one
another. These molecular signals ultimately give clinicians new insight into how
chemotherapies and radiation therapies affect tumors. As of summer 2016, more
than 140,000 patients had consented to the study, creating one of the world’s
largest prospective studies of cancer patients.

CASTING A VISION FOR THE FUTURE
Dalton led the Cancer Center for 10 years, and in that time, he left his mark in
three important ways. First was growth. The cancer center more than doubled in
size from 1,838 employees in 2002 to 4,138 in 2012. Likewise, the annual budget

A generous gift from the DeBartolo
family helped create the DeBartolo
Family Personalized Medicine
Institute. Pictured, from left, are
Edward, Tiffanie, Lisa, Candy and
Nikki DeBartolo, seated.

more than tripled from $226 million to $793 million, while
research funding increased ($57 to $66 million), even as federal
funding of cancer research started a steady decline.
Second, Dalton doggedly pursued the creation of Total Cancer Care at a time
when the notion of personalized medicine had hardly begun to form. “He saw
the potential of personalized cancer care early on,” says founder Lee Moffitt.
“There were a few years when he was pushing and prodding us forward, but
eventually we took the lead. He saw the future and made sure that we were
at the front of the line.” Total Cancer Care now has emerged nationally with
the creation of ORIEN, the Oncology Research Information Exchange Network.
ORIEN was formed in 2014 with The James Cancer Center at Ohio State University
to collectively enroll consenting participants on Total Cancer Care and share
data to further collaborative research. In 2016, the network had 14 members that
collectively saw more than 50,000 new patients a year.
And lastly, Dalton’s leadership brought about the creation of M2Gen ®, a
wholly owned subsidiary of the cancer center focused on health care informatics
solutions. In 2006, M2Gen was created to partner with pharmaceutical giant
Merck, Inc., to help realize the cancer center’s goal of developing personalized
treatments for cancer patients. While Total Cancer Care takes a holistic approach

DeBartolo Family Personalized
Medicine Institute
The DeBartolo Family Personalized
Medicine Institute (DFPMI) was established
in 2012 with the support of a generous
donation from the DeBartolo family, based
in Tampa, Fla. The intent of the DFPMI is
to revolutionize the discovery, delivery
and effectiveness of cancer care on an
international scale. Working with the
DeBartolo family, William S. Dalton, Ph.D.,
M.D., became the founding director of the
DFPMI upon his transition from the CEO of
Moffitt Cancer Center to CEO of M2Gen.
The DFPMI provides oversight for Moffitt’s
Total Cancer Care® Study, with the goal of
creating and sharing targeted treatments
for patients with the greatest need.
Personalized medicine efforts also address
the side effects of therapies, quality of
life issues, symptom control and patient
preferences. Two of the most unique
services offered by the DFPMI are the
Personalized Medicine Consultation Service
and the Clinical Genomics Action Committee.
Moffitt is one of the few institutions in the
country to have a consultation service that
provides a pharmacogeneticist to meet with
patients to discuss their genetic alterations
and recommendations for therapy. The
Clinical Genomics Action Committee
reviews tumor sequencing reports for all
Moffitt patients. The multidisciplinary group
reaches consensus on the best strategy for
applying scientific advances to individual
patient care.
THIRTY YEARS OF COURAGE
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H. Lee Moffitt, William S. Dalton, Ph.D., M.D.

The Oncology Research Information
Exchange Network (ORIEN) is a
unique research partnership among
North America’s top cancer centers
that recognizes collaboration and
access to data as the key to cancer
discovery. ORIEN was founded in 2014
by Moffitt and The James Cancer
Center at Ohio State University
with the purpose of leveraging
multiple data sources from member
organizations and matching
their cancer patients to targeted
treatments. The ORIEN consortium,
numbering 15 cancer centers in
2016, uses the Total Cancer Care®
protocol to track molecular, clinical
and epidemiological patient data
and to follow patients throughout
their lifetimes. ORIEN members have
access to one of the world’s largest
clinically annotated cancer tissue
repositories and data from more than
140,000 patients who have consented
to donating their medical information
and biospecimens for research. That
number is growing as consortium
members contribute patients to
the database.

to a cancer patient’s needs – from diagnosis to survivorship – M2Gen was created
to accelerate the science. Incentives for the collaboration came from a variety of
sources including the investment of $20 million and a donation of 25 acres of land
by Hillsborough County; $15 million from the state of Florida; and $800,000 and
a donation of 5 acres of land from the city of Tampa. Merck, meanwhile, invested
substantially in the vision to create cancer treatments and get exclusive access to
the database for the first five years, bringing fresh ideas to the highly competitive
development of new therapies.
Using the tissues and data collected through the Total Cancer Care® protocol,
M2Gen now works with biopharmaceutical companies and other biotech-related
companies to create evidence- and knowledge-based solutions that identify a
patient’s susceptibility to disease, predict how patients will respond to a particular
treatment, and match patients to the best therapies for optimal outcomes. In
addition, M2Gen runs the operation of the Oncology Research Information
Exchange (ORIEN), an alliance of cancer centers across the U.S. that have agreed
to share “big data” for the advancement of cancer research and care. M2Gen is
the engine that creates connections between members and industry to support a
self-sustaining cancer research model and provides support services to the cancer
centers working together on collaborative learning research.
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Jill Van Schaick, ARNP, Mira Lacevic, M.D.

Former House Speaker Will Weatherford is
surrounded by Speak Out for Moffitt advocates
during the 2010 legislative session

Speak Out for Moffitt
seeks grass-roots support
Speak Out for Moffitt is a
coalition of patients, families,
health care professionals and
community members united
in support of Moffitt’s efforts
to fight cancer. Members of
Speak Out for Moffitt contact
lawmakers to communicate the
critical importance of government
investment in cancer research,
treatment, prevention and
education. The effort began during
the 2005 legislative session at the
urging of founder H. Lee Moffitt,
who saw a need to intensify the
cancer center’s push for legislative
support as the institution’s effort
to combat cancer grew more
far-reaching and comprehensive.
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Alan F. List, M.D.
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A PASSION FOR SCIENCE AND PATIENT CARE
In 2012, a planned succession occurred. Dalton, true to his
scientist’s roots, stepped down from his role as CEO and eagerly
took up residence at M2Gen as its first CEO, allowing him to
focus on the science of precision medicine. In his place, came
colleague and good friend Alan F. List, M.D., who had been
recruited to the cancer center nine years earlier by Dalton to
lead the Hematologic Malignancies Program and later advanced
to executive vice president and physician in chief.

List was drawn to Tampa from the University of Arizona in Tucson because of
the cancer center’s reputation for translational collaboration. “When you have the

“W hen you have the
opportunity to visit
Moffitt, you see firsthand
a structure that fosters
collaborative interaction
and takes it to the
highest level.”

opportunity to visit Moffitt, you see firsthand a structure that fosters collaborative
interaction and takes it to the highest level,” remembered List. “Although one person
can conduct research and make discoveries, teams working together accelerate the
pace and breadth of discovery…I immediately had multiple scientists who wanted
to collaborate.”
A hematologist, List brought with him an international reputation for his work
with a disease called myelodysplastic syndrome (MDS), a form of pre-leukemia.
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USF –
A partner
from Day One

He wrote the authoritative text on MDS, holds six U.S. patents and led the
Judy L. Genshaft, Ph.D.

Moffitt Cancer Center has a
unique relationship with the
University of South Florida.
An affiliation agreement between
Moffitt and USF recognizes the
distinct yet complementary
missions of each institution. While
Moffitt employs its own faculty,
those faculty members also hold
a joint appointment at USF within
the Department of Oncologic
Sciences in the College of Medicine.
The cancer center also has a long
history of collaborating with other
colleges and departments at USF
such as Chemistry, Engineering
and the USF Contemporary Art
Museum, which has helped guide
the cancer center’s display of art
since opening. The cancer center
also offers a unique Ph.D. program
in cancer biology through USF.
Judy L. Genshaft, Ph.D., president
and CEO of USF, serves on Moffitt’s
Institute Board of Directors.
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development of lenalidomide (Revlimid ®), which the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration fast-tracked for approval for the treatment of MDS and multiple
myeloma. His work transformed the natural history of MDS from a premalignant
condition that progressed to cancer and required aggressive treatment to a condition
that could be managed in the outpatient setting with medicine in the form of pills.
Similar to Dalton, List brought a passion for both science and the patient
to the CEO office, continuing his laboratory research and clinical practice
as he took command of the cancer center in July 2012. What has been
different for List is the health care industry itself. While Dalton kept the
institution steady during the economic recession of 2007-2009, List stepped
into the churn of a rapidly changing marketplace as the Affordable Care
Act survived constitutional challenges and became a reality for patients

Yvette Tremonti

as well as providers. “This was a defining external event,” said Yvette Tremonti,
Moffitt’s chief financial officer and executive vice president. “It changed the health
care landscape for Moffitt and for the nation. It shook up everything.”
For List, it meant redefining Moffitt’s role as a freestanding cancer center. While
cancer research and finding a cure for the disease continue to remain paramount,
the business functions of the institution need to be operating at peak efficiency for

Karen Fields, M.D.

Bryan McIver, M.D.

Clinical pathways:
roadmaps for improved care

Joel Stettler, R.N.

the cancer center to thrive in such a cost-conscious and competitive environment.
With great precision, List has focused on elements critical to maintaining the cancer
center’s clinical and scientific success, Tremonti said. And as it concerned the almost
frantic changes in the health care marketplace that occurred when the Affordable
Care Act came into existence, List saw the mayhem as an opportunity for the
cancer center to excel. “Moffitt stepped up as a national leader in payment reform,
spearheading pilot projects like an oncology medical home model or an oncology
accountable care organization where we collaborate with managed care companies
to provide the best cancer care and be most cost efficient in the process,” said List.
“More recently, we have focused on bundled payments, which look at the cost of
an episode of care rather than the cost of specific services. At the end of the day, we
have created a very productive relationship with payers, sharing data and designing
new plans.”

Moffitt Cancer Center has always been
distinguished by its multidisciplinary,
team-based care. In 2012, the institution
took that a step further with the
creation of clinical pathways for the
management of patients with cancer.
Driven by consensus and based on
clinical evidence, the pathways are
designed by Moffitt faculty members
and provide multidisciplinary treatment
recommendations that span the entire
cancer journey from early diagnosis
through all phases of cancer care
focusing on best practices, diagnostic
evaluations, cost effectiveness, and
quality of life. Moffitt’s pathways
offer decision support and treatment
guidance for more than 90% of
the patients who present to Moffitt
Cancer Center annually and focus on
increasing access to Moffitt’s clinical
trial offerings as well as highlighting
its unique expertise in complex cancer
care. To date, 53 highly interactive
treatment plans have been developed,
and work is ongoing to develop more.
The clinical pathways effort is led by
Karen Fields, M.D., and Bryan McIver, M.D.
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Cellular
Immunotherapy
To Fill Unmet Need
Moffitt Cancer Center is
Claudio Anasetti, M.D.
one of the few institutions
in the nation to have participated in cellular
immunotherapy clinical trials, seeking to meet
an unmet need for patients with chemotherapyresistant and radiation-resistant cancers. The
technique has shown encouraging results in
early trials of some advanced and hard-to-treat
cancers, such as leukemias and lymphomas.
The basis of the therapy is to get immune
cells called T cells to fight cancer, said Claudio
Anasetti, M.D., a medical oncologist who leads
this line of research and chairs the department
of Blood and Marrow Transplant at Moffitt.
The process involves removing T cells from a
patient’s blood and genetically altering them in
the laboratory to have specific antigen receptors
(called chimeric antigen receptors, or CARs)
on their surface that target a specific protein
on tumor cells. The engineered CAR T-cells are
grown in the laboratory until they number in the
billions and then infused into the patient where
they will recognize and kill cancer cells that
have the antigen on their surfaces.
Dr. Anasetti and the Immune Cell Therapy
team, which includes members from Malignant
Hematology and oncologists from solid tumor
programs, have participated in clinical trials
that will likely result in FDA approval of certain
T cells for select diagnoses. Moffitt will be
one of the few facilities in the country able to
offer cellular immunotherapy as a therapeutic
option for patients because of the expertise and
production facilities based at the cancer center.

80

Moffitt Cancer Center • Moffitt.org

MILES FOR MOFFITT BEGINS ITS RUN
Miles for Moffitt began in 2006 as a 5-mile run and
Priscilla Mack, Karen Dalton
1-mile fun run/walk on the Tampa campus of the University
of South Florida. Both institutions were celebrating their anniversaries — 20th and 50th,
respectively. Three friends — Karen Dalton, wife of then-Moffitt CEO William S. Dalton,
Ph.D., M.D.; Sarita Charlton, a breast cancer survivor and previous Moffitt patient; and
their close friend Cathy Brainard — wanted to
find a way to bring attention to the research
accomplishments of the cancer center and
to raise money for cancer
research at Moffitt.
A community board
was formed, and Priscilla
Mack, wife of Moffitt’s
then-Chairman of the
Board, Sen. Connie Mack,
led the fundraising efforts.
Through community
partnership and
involvement of Tampa Bay
area residents, volunteers
and cancer survivors, the event has grown
from 1,200 participants the first year to
more than 6,000 participants in 2016 and
has raised $750,000 for cancer research
at Moffitt.

Collaborating with industry also may be a resource that Moffitt will
need to maintain its momentum in the next 30 years, says List. “We still
prioritize the National Institutes of Health for grant funding, but as funding
has been flat, we have worked more closely with the pharmaceutical and
biotechnology sector. What those two industries have learned over the last five years
is that, rather than building their own expensive research teams with the needed
breadth and depth for early development, it is cheaper and faster for them to work
directly with academia.” In fact, the cancer center brought in its largest licensing
contract ever with Celgene in 2014, based on MDS research conducted by List and
Sheng Wei, M.D., senior member of Moffitt’s Immunology Department.
“That approach, of having sponsored research agreements with pharma and
other biotech sectors, has been very helpful for us,” said List. “It not only brings in
dollars for research funding for our investigators, but it also brings a new opportunity
for collaboration. We can test ideas and then work closely together to optimize them.
It’s been a great relationship and productive experience.”

RESEARCH REMAINS CENTRAL TO THE MISSION
As List assumed the role of CEO in 2012, a transition also occurred in the
oversight of the NCI Cancer Center Support Grant at Moffitt. While Ruckdeschel

The workgroup for the partnership features
members of the Ponce Health Sciences
University and Moffitt Cancer Center teams.

Partnership focuses on
Puerto Rican population
Population-based studies are
important in addressing disparities
among different populations. In
2007, Moffitt Cancer Center joined
a partnership with the Ponce Health
Sciences University in Puerto Rico.
The purpose is to facilitate highquality research and teaching that
focuses on the Hispanic population.
The partnership is funded by
the National Cancer Institute/
Partnerships to Advance Cancer
Health Equity (PACHE) program and is
led by Teresita Muñoz-Antonia, Ph.D.,
at Moffitt, and Jaime Matta, Ph.D., at
Ponce. Projects include basic science
research studies, cancer training,
community outreach and tissue
banking.
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and Dalton both held the titles of
president, CEO and center director,
the Board of Directors decided to
separate the responsibilities of center

Cancer Center earns
CEO Cancer Gold Standard
The cancer center received
the CEO Cancer Gold Standard™
accreditation in 2008, recognizing
its commitment to the health of
employees and their families. Moffitt
continues to be accredited and
joins more than 195 organizations
across the country that meet a high
standard for cancer prevention,
screening and care guidelines.

director from the chief executive
officer, which allowed for more
defined focus on both roles. Thomas
A. Sellers, Ph.D., MPH, assumed the
center director post after serving

Thomas Sellers, Ph.D.

as the director of the Moffitt Research Institute and as associate center director of
Population Sciences, now having authority over all aspects of research, including
the Cancer Center Support Grant. His oversight built on the achievements of
W. Jack Pledger, Ph.D., who began the research effort in 1993. While Pledger focused on
creating the structure to achieve designation and comprehensive cancer center status
from the National Cancer Institute, Sellers has emphasized what he calls Moffitt 3.0 –
a bold, fast-paced take on team science that embraces innovation and celebrates the
complexities of science.
“One of the first things we did was refresh our strategic plan,” said Sellers.
“We have learned a lot about how cancer reacts in the laboratory by modeling the
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DONALD A. ADAM DONATES LARGEST SINGLE GIFT
Philanthropist Donald A. Adam donated $20.4 million to Moffitt Cancer Center
in 2007 — its largest single gift at the time — for the development of the Donald A.
Adam Melanoma and Skin Cancer Center of Excellence. The center was originally
led by Jeffrey Weber, M.D., Ph.D., and is now led by Keiran Smalley, Ph.D. Adam, a
melanoma survivor, is chairman and chief executive officer of American Momentum
Bank, headquartered in Tampa.

H. Lee Moffitt, Marty Couch, Ted Couch,
William S. Dalton, Ph.D., M.D.

Moffitt auditorium named
for Ted and Marty Couch
In honor of Ted and Marty
Couch’s long-standing support
and philanthropy, Moffitt Cancer
Center named the Vincent
A. Stabile Research Building
auditorium — The Ted and Marty
Couch Auditorium. The couple
insisted that Moffitt employees
and volunteers be honored as
well, so “Honoring the Dedicated
Moffitt Faculty, Staff and
Volunteers” also was included
in the inscription.

James J. Mulé, Ph.D., Donald A. Adam, Jeffrey Weber, M.D., Ph.D., Vernon K. Sondak, M.D.
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Jane Fusilero, R.N., receives the official call
confirming Magnet designation

Nursing Excellence
In March 2015, Moffitt Cancer
Center earned the prestigious
Magnet Recognition® for its
nursing excellence. Awarded by
the American Nurses Credentialing
Center, the credentialing body of
the American Nurses Association
(ANA), the designation recognizes
nursing professionalism, teamwork,
quality patient care and innovation
in nursing practices. Of the nation’s
5,500 health-care institutions,
only 7 percent achieve the
Magnet designation. Like the NCI
designation, the award is not
permanent. After four years, Moffitt
will re-apply for it, meeting the more
than 70 standards set forth in the
4,000-page application document
and showing improvements that
have been made. “It’s a journey
you’re always on to maintain that
excellence,” says Jane Fusilero,
R.N., chief nursing officer and vice
president of Patient Care Services.

disease in mice and other systems. But we had never put together all of the pieces
of our scientific puzzle, what we now call ‘team science,’ to tackle the complexities
of cancer head-on in the human body. As a team, it was important to us to place
an even stronger emphasis on translation so that everything we do is focused on
applying insights to human benefit.”
The first step was to leverage the Moffitt culture of collaboration and elevate
the concept of team science among faculty and staff. Sellers and his leadership
team did that by creating team science pilot projects, insisting that all Ph.D. faculty

Douglas Cress, Ph.D., Jiandong Chen, Ph.D.
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members have secondary appointments in clinical departments to make the link
to patient care more transparent. They expanded centers of excellence programs
to focus on infection research in cancer and cancer imaging, adding to existing
programs in lung cancer and melanoma. They experimented with clustering
laboratories and offices based on scientific interests, and they provided financial
support for faculty-led workgroups that produced collaborative projects. The
second step was to expand what Sellers refers to as Moffitt’s innovation portfolio
and its ability to be purposeful in bringing in new technologies, which encourage
high-risk, high-gain science.
Under Sellers’ leadership, the cancer center developed the Cancer Biology
and Evolution Program, the first of its kind in the country to use the theory of
evolution to find solutions for better understanding the progression of cancer and
the impact of treatments. Led by Robert Gatenby, Ph.D., and Elsa Flores, Ph.D.,
the program embeds mathematically based theoreticians with experimentalists
and clinicians to explore the complex dynamics that govern the biology and
therapeutic responses of cancer. In partnership with Alexander “Sandy” Anderson,
Ph.D., chair of the Department of Integrated Mathematical Oncology, Gatenby

Anna Giuliano, Ph.D.

Navigating the link between
infection and cancer
The Center for Infection Research
in Cancer was launched at Moffitt
Cancer Center in 2012 with the
purpose of revealing the role of
various infectious agents in the
origin of cancer and translating that
knowledge into novel and effective
strategies for preventing and treating
the disease. Infection is the cause of
nearly 2 million cancer cases a year,
accounting for 18 percent of the
worldwide cancer burden. The effort
is led by founding Director Anna
Giuliano, Ph.D., who is world renowned
for her research on the human
papillomavirus (HPV) and the variety
of cancers linked to it that affect both
men and women.

was awarded a Physical Sciences in Oncology Center NCI grant in 2015, one of
only five in the nation to study cancer as a complex adaptive system. The team
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Integrated mathematical oncology
seeks new treatment strategies
Can the addition of
mathematicians help solve
the problem of cancer?
That’s the right equation
for the Integrated
Mathematical Oncology
(IMO) team at Moffitt
Robert Gatenby, M.D. Alexander “Sandy”
Cancer Center. The group
Anderson, Ph.D.
was founded in 2008
by Robert Gatenby, M.D., who chairs Moffitt’s Radiology
Program and co-directs the Cancer Biology and Evolution
Program. Gatenby recruited Alexander “Sandy” Anderson,
Ph.D., to lead this first-of-its-kind team with the goal of
creating a freestanding unit of mathematical oncologists to
use non-traditional methods for predicting how a patient’s
cancer will behave and how best to treat it.
Today, the department has the single largest group of
mathematical oncologists in the world and has become
internationally known for its unique “team science” research,
integrating multiple disciplines focused on almost every
aspect of cancer. Together with experimental and clinical
researchers, the IMO has been able to corral cancer’s
complexity into predictive mathematical models that can
forecast how cancers grow, evolve and respond to treatment.
Several novel concepts have emerged from the IMO,
including Anderson’s mathematical models that simulate
virtual clinical trials using virtual patients before treatments
are ever applied to patients in the clinic. Also, Gatenby
developed “adaptive therapy” that challenges the traditional
maximum-tolerated dose approach to treating cancer.
Rather than treating until the cancer becomes resistant to
the therapy, adaptive therapy suggests pausing treatment
after the initial patient response and restarting it once the
cancer begins to grow again. This mathematical modeldriven strategy is part of a greater evolutionary-inspired
treatment paradigm that IMO is championing and focuses
on cancer control rather than cure.
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also has garnered international
attention for its development
of a treatment approach called
adaptive therapy, which is based
on the idea that controlling
cancer may be better than trying
to eliminate it. The strategy uses
short bursts of therapy to maintain a residual population of chemosensitive cells that keep resistant cells in check and prevent them
from growing uncontrollably.
The cancer center has continued to lead the nation in the
development of precision medicine, building on the Total Cancer
Care vision of Dalton. “Although tumors may look the same under
the microscope, at the level of the DNA alterations in a tumor cell,
they are quite different,” Sellers explains. “The drugs used to
treat the tumors vary in effectiveness based on the DNA mutations
present. We are focused on identifying the targets, developing the
drugs to target them, and working with industry to bring these new
therapies to patients.”

MOFFITT THEN AND NOW
Employees
Outpatient visits
Admissions
Grants
Total square feet

1986

2016

409

5,400+

9,843

351,421

1,547

9,384

The cancer center also has

<$500,000

$72 million

been a pioneer in harvesting the

364,000

2.5 million

immune system to cure cancer.

Lines form at the Men’s Health Forum,
sponsored by Moffitt Cancer Center

“Our research has helped us to
generate an understanding of how our immune system responds to cancer and
how to leverage that for cures,” says Sellers. “Moffitt was one of the first centers in
the nation to provide tumor infiltrating lymphocyte (TIL) therapy, which bolsters
a patient’s immune system to help it successfully fight cancer. Under the direction
of James J. Mulé, Ph.D., Associate Center Director for Translational Science, the
cancer center has been a national leader in TIL clinical trials that have led to
FDA-approved therapies for melanoma and lung cancer.”
One of the cancer center’s biggest research home runs has been the creation of
the Donald A. Adam Melanoma and Skin Cancer Center of Excellence. Created in
2007, it was Moffitt’s first center of excellence, and it includes a stellar team of clinical
and basic scientists who focus on the genetic and biochemical markers of melanoma.
From the start, its focus has been on translational research that has resulted in a
number of FDA-approved drugs for treatment of the potentially deadly disease. Prior
to 2011, there were only three FDA-approved drugs for the treatment of melanoma.
As of 2016, there are 10 more, and Moffitt has played a key role in their development

A culture of diversity
and inclusion
Diversity is a priority at Moffitt. You
will see it in the cancer center’s hiring
practices, its patient care and services,
clinical and laboratory research, and
in community outreach. “While Moffitt
continues to be recognized for our
exceptional patient care, groundbreaking
translational research and meaningful
community engagement, we also seek to
address the cultural and linguistic needs
of all of our patients, family members,
team members and partners,” says
B. Lee Green, Ph.D., vice president of
Diversity, Public Relations and Strategic
Communications. In 2016, successes
included Moffitt’s designation as a leader
in Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender
health care equality in the 2016 Healthcare
Equality Index report by the Human
Rights Campaign Foundation. Moffitt
also was ranked No. 6 on the 2016 Top
10 Hospitals and Healthcare Systems list
on DiversityInc’s annual survey. The list
is considered the most rigorous, datadriven survey of its kind, gauging detailed
demographics based on race/ethnicity
and gender at some of the largest
employers in the U.S.
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Thomas Brandon, Ph.D.

and approval. Three additional centers of excellence focus on cancer imaging and

Goal of smoking research
program: Forever Free ®

technology, led by Robert Gillies, Ph.D., lung cancer research, led by Eric Haura,

The Tobacco Research and
Intervention Program at Moffitt
Cancer Center is a research group
dedicated to understanding and
treating tobacco addiction. One
of its most effective efforts has
been the creation of Forever Free,
a self-help booklet series aimed
at helping people to quit smoking.
The booklets were so effective
that the National Cancer Institute
adopted them to assist in its national
smoking cessation efforts. Since its
first edition, Forever Free has had
many variations to meet the needs
of different populations, including
versions for Spanish-speaking
smokers and expectant mothers.
The booklets have been used with
state tobacco quitlines and cancer
hospitals around the country, and a
British version was developed with
researchers in the United Kingdom.
The program was founded and is led
by Thomas Brandon, Ph.D.
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M.D., and infection research in cancer led by Anna Giuliano, Ph.D.
Over its 30 years, Moffitt has built a research enterprise that is
envied by many institutions for its collaborative team mentality
and an ability to pivot quickly on new ideas and opportunities.
“First and foremost, we have a highly translational, team-oriented
faculty where basic researchers can talk with clinicians and drive
new ideas into the clinic,” said John Cleveland, Ph.D., who was

John Cleveland, Ph.D.

recruited from the Scripps Florida campus of The Scripps Research Institute to
lead Moffitt’s Basic Science Division as associate center director. “This has been
a big deal to many of our new recruits, being able to translate their work into
clinical care.”
In fact, more than 300 clinical trials are underway at the cancer center at any
given time, and many of those are based on the research of Moffitt scientists who
developed their ideas in the laboratory and moved them forward to clinical
trials. “If we are to effectively transition a discovery in the laboratory to the clinic,
we must be able to create those trials ourselves,” said List. “That means the ideas
begin with our investigators who are the experts in understanding the disease,

its biology and the clinical needs of our
Arnold Etame, M.D., Ph.D.

patients. We may seek pharmaceutical

companies to gain access to a specific agent, but it is our faculty who generate
the protocol. We are working together to take that discovery and move it to the
clinic as quickly as possible.”
One case in point is a story that Dr. List draws inspiration from to this day.
While hosting Florida Gov. Rick Scott for an event focused on his plan to invest
in cancer research, Moffitt invited a patient with metastatic melanoma to share
her story. She was in her early 40s at most. Three years earlier, she had enrolled
in a Moffitt investigator-initiated trial testing the effectiveness of a new drug
combination to prevent drug resistance in patients with a BRAF gene mutation, a
common mutation found in about half of all metastatic melanoma patients. This
new approach was based on a discovery made by a scientist, Dr. Keiran Smalley,
in Moffitt’s own research labs. Within 3½ years, Moffitt investigators had created
and led the clinical trial, got the drugs from pharma companies and took it to the
FDA for approval.
“That timetable is just unheard of,” Dr. List says. The best news? “Three years

Florida Gov. Rick Scott announces
Florida Cancer Centers Program

Florida Academic Cancer
Centers Alliance
While Florida is the third most
populous state in the U.S. and
has the second highest cancer
burden, Moffitt Cancer Center
is the only NCI-designated
cancer center based in the state.
Seeking to bring two additional
NCI-designed centers to the
state, Gov. Rick Scott initiated
the Florida Cancer Centers
Program in 2013. The program
provides $60 million in annual
funding to support Moffitt, as
well as the developing cancer
centers at the University of
Florida and the University of
Miami. In 2014, the three centers
developed the Florida Academic
Cancer Centers Alliance to
solidify the relationship.

later, this young woman was free of disease and probably had beaten it. And that
result came from basic research right here at Moffitt.”
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Inez Sims, R.N.
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TODAY
As Moffitt Cancer Center marks its 30th anniversary in 2016, it is at once
the same and much transformed from its beginnings in 1986.

“In some very important ways, the cancer center has stayed the same,” said Mary
Beth Reardon, R.N., in 2011 as the cancer center marked 25 years. Reardon joined
Moffitt in 1985 and retired in 2012 as executive advisor for nursing excellence. “We
continue to focus intently on the mission and the meaningfulness of the work we do.”
In size, however, the cancer center has grown dramatically – from 409 employees

Srikumar Chellappan, Ph.D., Piyali Dasgupta

at its opening to more than 5,400 today. The original 364,000-square-foot hospital
is now part of a 2.5 million-square-foot enterprise that includes expanded facilities
within the original 17-acre footprint, as well as two off-site outpatient treatment
centers and M2Gen. Outpatient visits have grown to more than 350,000 annually,
while new patients to the cancer center topped 19,000, coming from every county
in Florida, every state in the nation, and more than 130 countries around the world.
The institution’s budget now exceeds $1 billion, and its economic impact on Florida
exceeds $2.1 billion. Moffitt’s research initiatives continue to mature as well, with

...the cancer center has
grown dramatically –
from 409 employees at
its opening to more than
5,400 today.

a team of more than 850 research faculty, post-doctoral fellows and support staff
responsible for more than $72 million in grant funding.
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The cancer center’s stature also has risen as Moffitt has
been recognized with a number of prestigious national
Smitha Pabbathi, M.D., Charlotte Castillo

awards. Capping off its 30th year, Moffitt was ranked No. 6

Program helps meet
needs of survivors

in U.S. News & World Report’s list for “America’s Best

Moffitt is helping cancer survivors
improve their quality of life after
treatment through a special clinic
that is part of the cancer center’s
Survivorship Program. As part of
Total Cancer Care®, the Survivorship
Clinic accepts patients who have
completed their initial cancer
treatment and are referred by
their Moffitt surgical or medical
oncologist. The multidisciplinary
approach monitors for long-term
and late effects from treatment and
possible recurrences. Patients are
refocused on wellness, including
prevention, screening and lifestyle
modifications they can control to
improve their health.

Hospitals for Cancer” in 2016. In its 17th year in the ranking,
Moffitt was ranked first in the Southeast and first in Florida.
Recent accolades also have included “Working Mother 100 Best Companies” and the
DiversityInc Top 10 Hospitals and Healthcare Systems list, the most rigorous,
data-driven survey of its kind, gauging detailed demographics based on race/
ethnicity and gender at some of the largest U.S. employers.
And with the creation of Total Cancer Care®, M2Gen, and ORIEN, Moffitt
has received international attention for its groundbreaking work in personalized
medicine, starting with a 2008 invitation for Dalton to present at the National
Summit on Personalized Health Care, chaired by the national secretary of Health &
Human Services. More recently, Dalton and the cancer center were honored with the
2010 Leadership in Personalized Medicine Award from the Personalized Medicine
Coalition, a collaboration among Partners HealthCare Center for Personalized
Genetic Medicine, Harvard Medical School and Harvard Business School. Dalton and
Sellers also have been participants in The White House’s “moon shot” discussions on
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accelerating the cure for cancer.
There’s a saying at Moffitt Cancer Center that harkens back to its beginnings
and to what motivated a 29-year-old attorney with cancer to think beyond his own
illness and envision an institution that would study the root causes of the disease,
seek ways to destroy it and care for hundreds of thousands of people in the process.
“One person can make a difference,” is what H. Lee Moffitt said in those early
days, seeking to inspire eager employees who wanted to make the most of this
grand opportunity. His quote became the theme for an annual award of excellence
presented to two individuals who embody the spirit of selflessness and dedication
to the cancer center’s mission. And to this day, those six words circle back to Lee
Moffitt, as those who know him recognize the impact that this one person has had
on what is now a world-renowned cancer research and treatment facility.
“If Moffitt Cancer Center wasn’t here, I cannot imagine the number of lives
lost,” says List. “Last year, we saw more than 56,000 different patients. Hundreds
of thousands of patients have come here over the years. To be able to come to a

H. Lee Moffitt, Marty Couch, Ted Couch,
Eleanor Buchanan, Don Buchanan,
William S. Dalton, Ph.D., M.D.

Founders’ Garden honors
founding members
Three founding members of Moffitt’s
Board of Directors were honored in
2010 for their 25 years of service
with the dedication of the Founders’
Garden, located on the east side of
the hospital. The garden creates
a peaceful and shaded setting for
patients and families and features
three benches honoring H. Lee Moffitt,
Ted Couch and Donald Buchanan. All
three were part of the original Board
of Directors, which formed before the
cancer center opened in 1986.

center that can provide the cutting-edge therapy, the expertise that’s necessary, the
diagnostic accuracy that we need to make sure that the first treatment is the right
treatment – that makes a huge impact.”
It’s an impact made possible by H. Lee Moffitt. List credits him for not only the
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perseverance and courage to establish the cancer center, but also for creating a
patient-focused culture that has served the institute well for 30 years and will
guide it into the future.
“When we think about what
we are trying to accomplish,
it is simply putting patients

“T here is no end,”
H. Lee Moffitt says simply.

first,” List says. “It is making a
difference for patients, whether
through research or clinical
care. That’s the motivation that

“We have to keep working.”

everyone in this organization
brings to work each day.”
And is there an end to this
story?
“There is no end,” H. Lee
Moffitt says simply. “We have
to keep working.”

H. Lee Moffitt
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One person can make a difference.

Please consider a gift
to Moffitt Cancer Center
by calling 813-745-1403
or donate online at
MOFFITT.org/Giving

The mission of Moffitt Cancer Center is to
contribute to the prevention and cure of cancer.

12902 USF Magnolia Drive
Tampa, FL 33612-9416
1-888-MOFFITT
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