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TTHHUURRSSDDAAYY,,  MMAARRCCHH  2255,,  22002211

11:00am – 11:10am WWEELLCCOOMMEE RREEMMAARRKKSS

11:15am – 12:15pm BBRREEAAKKOOUUTT  SSEESSSSIIOONN
• Paving the Way: Partnerships S�mulate Novel Cell Therapies
• Moderator:  Dr. Jim Mulé, Moffi� Cancer Center

12:30pm – 1:55pm KKEEYYNNOOTTEE  AADDDDRREESSSS
Dr. Patrick Hwu
President and CEO, Moffi� Cancer Center
GGUUEESSTT  HHOOSSTT
Senator Connie Mack
Former U.S. Senator, Chairman Emeritus, Liberty Partners Group

2:00pm – 3:00pm BBRREEAAKKOOUUTT SSEESSSSIIOONN
• Clinical Research: Advancing New Treatments Through Collabora�on
• Moderator:  Dr. Vernon Sondak, Moffi  Cancer Center

FFRRIIDDAAYY,,  MMAARRCCHH  2266,,  22002211

11:00am – 12:00pm BBRREEAAKKOOUUTT  SSEESSSSIIOONN
• Transi�oning from Concept to Clinic: Conversa�ons About Moving from 

Bench Asset to First Pa�ent Dosing
• Moderator:  Krystyna Kowalczyk, OncoBay Clinical

12:15pm – 1:30pm KKEEYYNNOOTTEE  AADDDDRREESSSS
Dr. John Cleveland
Center Director, Moffi� Cancer Center
GGUUEESSTT  HHOOSSTT
Dr. Andrew Schiermeier
Chief Opera�ng Officer, Intellia Therapeu�cs

1:45pm – 2:55pm BBRREEAAKKOOUUTT  SSEESSSSIIOONN
• Ar�ficial Intelligence: Forging New Fron�ers to Improve Healthcare 

Delivery and Management
• Moderator:  Dr. Edmondo Robinson, Moffi� Cancer Center

2:55pm – 3:00pm CCLLOOSSIINNGG  RREEMMAARRKKSS

AGENDA



KEYNOTE INTERVIEW - THURSDAY, MARCH 25, 2021
12:30 p.m. - 1:55 p.m.

KEYNOTE
Patrick Hwu, MD
President and CEO
Moffitt Cancer Center   

Patrick Hwu, MD, is the president and CEO of Moffitt Cancer Center, one of the nation’s leading 
cancer hospitals and the only National Cancer Institute-designated comprehensive cancer center 
based in Florida.

As an internationally recognized tumor immunologist, Dr. Hwu has led pioneering research and 
clinical efforts to better understand the interactions between tumors and the immune system. 
He helped launch the field of gene modified T cells, publishing research on the first chimeric 
antigen receptor directed against cancer. His work focuses on vaccines, adoptive T-cell therapies 
and immune resistance. An internationally recognized physician scientist, Hwu has a proven track 
record leading collaborative teams to make breakthroughs in science while improving cancer 
outcomes for cancer patients.

Prior to joining Moffitt, Dr. Hwu was the head of the Division of Cancer Medicine at The University 
of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center, where he held various leadership roles for 17 years. In 2003, 
he was recruited as the first chairman of the Department of Melanoma Medical Oncology. He was 
also the associate director of the Center for Cancer Immunology Research (2004) and chair of the 
Department of Sarcoma Medical Oncology (2012).

Dr. Hwu earned his medical degree from The Medical College of Pennsylvania. He served as a 
house officer in Internal Medicine at The Johns Hopkins Hospital and completed a fellowship in 
oncology at the National Cancer Institute, where he worked as a principal investigator leading 
tumor immunology studies.



GUEST HOST
Senator Connie Mack
Former U.S. Senator
Chairman Emeritus, Liberty Partners Group

Senator Connie Mack represented the State of Florida in the United States Congress
for 18 years, including 12 years in the United States Senate where he played a leading role
in economic and health care issues. At the time of his retirement in 2001, Senator Mack
served as the Republican Conference Chairman, making him the third-ranking member of
the Senate Republican leadership.

Senator Mack became the first Republican in Florida history to be re-elected to the
U.S. Senate in 1994 when he received more than 70 percent of the vote, more than any
other Republican candidate in the nation. Prior to his election to the Senate, he served
three two-year terms as a member of the House of Representatives from southwest Florida.
In April 1994, Mack was named by Campaign and Elections magazine as one of the 20 most
popular elected officials in America. As a House member, U.S. News & World Report identified
him as one of the nation’s most effective “new rising political stars.” In 1996, Mack was
considered by Republican presidential candidate Bob Dole to serve as his vice-presidential
running mate.

Following his retirement from the U.S. Senate, he served on the Boards of Darden
Restaurants, Spirit Aero Systems, Moody’s Corporation, Genzyme, Melanoma Research
Alliance, American Momentum Bank, and Exact Sciences. Appointed by President Bush in
2005, Senator Mack served as Chairman of the President’s Advisory Panel for Federal Tax
Reform. Currently, Senator Mack serves as Chairman Emeritus of the Board of Directors
of the H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center & Research Institute in Tampa, Florida and is a member
of the Board of Directors of the Mutual of America Life Insurance Company.
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KEYNOTE INTERVIEW - FRIDAY, MARCH 26, 2021
12:15 p.m. - 1:45 p.m.

KEYNOTE
John L. Cleveland, PhD
Executive Vice President, Center Director
Moffitt Cancer Center

John Cleveland, Ph.D., is the Executive Vice President and Center Director at Moffitt Cancer Center, 
one of 51 National Cancer Institute-designated comprehensive cancer centers in the country and 
the only one based in Florida.
 
Dr. Cleveland is responsible for elevating Moffitt’s research enterprise and reputation for world-
class bench-to-bedside science. He will set the strategy and vision for research, overseeing 100 
research labs and approximately 175 renowned faculty at Moffitt. He is the principal investigator of 
Moffitt’s Cancer Center Support Grant, which brings in approximately $3 million in NCI funding by 
delivering transdisciplinary science and driving impact locally, regionally and beyond. 
His research interests include cancer cell checkpoints, cancer cell metabolism, cancer prevention 
and therapeutics, and the regulation and role of apoptosis and autophagy in the development and 
maintenance of cancer.

Cleveland is an exceptional scientist and leader, bringing 40 years of experience to this role. He 
joined Moffitt in 2014 as associate center director of Basic Science. Prior to Moffitt, Cleveland was 
professor and chair of the Department of Cancer Biology at The Scripps Research Institute. He 
also held various leadership roles with St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. He began his career 
working with the NCI, the federal agency charged with leading the National Cancer Program.

Cleveland is a member of the American Association for Cancer Research and the American Society 
of Hematology. He is a Moffitt Distinguished Scholar and holds the Cortner-Couch Endowed Chair 
for Cancer Research from the University of South Florida School of Medicine. He earned his 
bachelor’s degree in biology from the University of Maine and his doctorate in immunology and 
microbiology from Wayne State University School of Medicine.



GUEST HOST
Andrew Schiermeier, PhD
Chief Operating Officer
Intellia Therapeutics

Andrew Schiermeier has spent two decades in the biotech and pharmaceutical sectors, managing 
the growth and operations for startups to directing the strategic and operational expansion of 
global brands.

Joining Intellia in 2017, he currently oversees Intellia’s strategic direction in both in vivo and ex 
vivo (engineered cell therapy) areas. He also oversees the company’s portfolio management, 
drug development, manufacturing and business development efforts and serves on the Board of 
Directors at Kynan Pharmaceuticals.

Andrew most recently served as SVP and Global Head of Merck KGaA’s Oncology Business, where 
he was responsible for leading the oncology pipeline, continuing the growth of Erbituax®, and 
the development and launch of the world’s first commercialized blood-based biopsy based on 
circulating free DNA. After successfully partnering the company’s anti-PDL1 antibody (avelumab/ 
BAVENCIO®) in a landmark deal with Pfizer in 2014, he also served as General Manager for the 
Merck-Pfizer Immuno-Oncology Alliance.

Prior to Merck, Andrew was chief operating officer of Aura Biosciences and held other leadership 
positions at Medicine in Need Corp.; LantiBio, Inc.; and Aventis Pharma.

Andrew holds an International MBA from the Collège des Ingénieurs in Paris; a Ph.D. in Applied 
Mathematics from Harvard University; and an M.S. in Bio-mechanical Engineering from Stanford 
University.
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PAVING THE WAY: PARTNERSHIPS STIMULATE NOVEL CELL THERAPIES
March 25, 2021 - 11:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.

MODERATOR

PANELISTS

James Mulé, Ph.D.
Moffitt Cancer Center
Associate Center Director,                              
Translational Science

Dr. Mulé is the Associate Center Director for Translational Science and Scientific Director of Cell Based Therapies 
at the Moffitt Cancer Center. Dr. Mulé oversees Moffitt’s four transdisciplinary Centers of Excellence, the Cell 
Therapies Facility, and the Office of Innovation and Industry Alliances. He acts as a facilitator to translate 
laboratory research into treatments. He is adept at fostering a collaborative environment that weaves laboratory 
scientists and clinicians together to develop new, improved prevention and treatment interventions across the 
cancer care continuum, which is evident even in his own research efforts.  He has published 200+ articles on cancer 
vaccines and adoptive immunotherapy, and is a continuously funded investigator for nearly 25 years.  Currently, 
his lab is investigating strategies that target the STING pathway in tumor cells to improve the efficacy of adoptive 
cell therapy and other immunotherapies in patients who do not currently benefit from these interventions.

Peter Emtage, PhD
Entrepreneur in Residence
Versant Ventures

Mr. Calder serves as President of Vycellix, a discovery-
stage company focused on the development of 
immunomodulatory therapies for cancer.  He also 
serves on the Board of Directors for NextGenNK, as 
a Director for BioFlorida, and is a Member of the 
Society for Natural Immunity.  Vycellix is advancing 
a broad suite of transformational cell engineering 
platforms that enhance and optimize next-
generation cell & gene-based therapies including 
T cell and Natural Killer cell-based (NK cell) 
products.  Vycellix’s platforms were all discovered 
by scientists at the world-renowned Karolinska 
Institute in Stockholm, Sweden, with these assets 
representing urgently-needed solutions for: 
gene delivery; cell expansion; cell potency; and, 
engineering donor-based (allogeneic) medicines.

Dr. Emtage joined Versant Ventures as an 
Entrepreneur-in-Residence in October 2020. Prior 
to joining Versant, Peter served as the Global 
Head of Cell Therapy Research at Kite Pharma, a 
Gilead company.  Previously, Dr. Emtage has also 
served as the Chief Scientific Officer at Cell Design 
Labs Inc. (acquired by Gilead), and Vice President 
of Immune Mediated Therapy in the Oncology 
Innovative Medicines group at MedImmune. He has 
over 20 years of drug development experience in 
the fields of oncology, autoimmunity, infectious 
diseases and inflammation.  Dr. Emtage holds a B.S. 
and M.S. in Molecular Biology and Genetics from 
the University of Guelph and received his Ph.D. in 
Molecular Virology, Immunology and Inflammation 
at McMaster University. At the beginning of his 
career, Peter did a post-doctoral fellowship at the 
National Cancer Institute and held roles at Aventis 
Pasteur and Harvard Medical School.

Doug Calder
President and Board Member 
Vycellix, Inc.



TJ Langer
Vice President of Cell Therapy and
External Innovation
Turnstone Biologics

TJ Langer holds a degree in Biomedical Engineering 
from Vanderbilt University, and has been in this 
industry for over the past 15 years.  As one of the 
early employees at Kite Pharma, he worked to 
develop the successful, FDA-approved Yescarta 
CAR-T product from pre-IND to BLA approval.  After 
Kite’s acquisition by Gilead, he led the development 
of engineered T-cell products targeting neoantigens.  
His biotechnology company, Myst Therapeutics, has 
recently been acquired by Turnstone Therapeutics, 
where he now serves as Senior Vice President of 
Cell Therapy Development and External Innovation.  
Turnstone’s neoantigen enriched tumor infiltrating 
lymphocyte (TIL) technology aims to make cancer 
cell therapy for solid tumors more effective and 
accessible to patients.

Sid Kerkar, MD
Vice President Oncology
Research and Development
Exuma Biotech

Dr. Kerkar joined EXUMA Biotech in September 
2020 from Eli Lilly & Company, where he served as 
Associate VP of Immuno-oncology. Previously, he 
was a Distinguished Research Fellow at Boehringer-
Ingelheim, establishing and leading a biomarker 
group providing genomic sequencing, gene editing 
technologies, and pathology support to global 
oncology programs. Dr. Kerkar has also worked at 
Bristol-Myers Squibb, using digital technologies 
to characterize immune checkpoints in the tumor 
microenvironment. From 2006-2015, Dr. Kerkar 
worked at the NIH, where his research focused 
on genetic modification of T cells with cytokines 
to reverse the immuno-suppressive tumor 
microenvironment. While at the NCI, he provided 
clinical care to patients on Dr. Steven Rosenberg’s 
cancer immunotherapy protocols. Dr. Kerkar earned 
his M.D. with distinction in biomedical research and 
completed two years of general surgery residency 
at the Wayne State University School of Medicine. 
He finished residency in anatomic pathology at 
the NIH with a surgical pathology fellowship at the 
Mayo Clinic.

PAVING THE WAY: PARTNERSHIPS STIMULATE NOVEL CELL THERAPIES
March 25, 2021 - 11:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
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CLINICAL RESEARCH: ADVANCING NEW TREATMENTS 
THROUGH COLLABORATION

MODERATOR

PANELISTS

Vernon Sondak, MD
Chair, Department of Cutaneous Oncology
Moffitt Cancer Center

Dr. Sondak is the Chair of the Department of Cutaneous Oncology at the H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center and 
Research Institute in Tampa, Florida. He holds the Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation Distinguished 
Endowed Chair in Cutaneous Oncology, and is also a Professor at the University of South Florida Morsani 
College of Medicine. Dr. Sondak is a leader in studies of surgical treatment of melanoma and other cutaneous 
malignancies, particularly in the application of sentinel lymph node biopsy and lymph node dissection to 
the staging and treatment of melanoma. Dr. Sondak also has a strong research background: he served 
as Principal Investigator of the Moffitt Skin SPORE, a major NCI-funded “team science” grant conducting 
translational research in melanoma and other cutaneous malignancies. His research interests include surgical 
treatment of melanoma in adults and children; adjuvant (postoperative) and neoadjuvant (preoperative) 
therapy of melanoma; and evaluation of new therapies for patients with localized or disseminated melanoma.

I-Fen Chang, PharmD
Vice President
Global Medical Therapeutic Area 
Head, Hematology/Oncology
Amgen

I-Fen Chang is the Vice President of Global 
Medical Therapeutic Area Head for Hematology/
Oncology at Amgen.  In this capacity, I-Fen is 
directly responsible for oversight of US and 
Global medical strategy, external engagement 
and evidence generation.  I-Fen has over 17 
years of experience in the biopharmaceutical 
industry with roles in medical affairs and clinical 
development.  Prior to joining Amgen, she held 
the position of Worldwide Thoracic Medical Lead 
at Bristol-Myers Squibb, Co.  I-Fen received her 
Bachelor of Science and Doctor of Pharmacy 
degrees from Rutgers University. She completed 
her Pediatric Pharmacotherapy Residency at 
Texas Children’s Hospital in Houston, Texas.

Jason Dubovsky, PhD
Director of Translational Research 
Atara Biotherapeutics

Jason Dubovsky, PhD, serves as the Director of 
Translational Research at Atara Biotherapeutics, 
where he manages the translational and correlative 
biomarker research activities that support multiple 
IND and clinical-stage cell therapy programs.  He 
has held several positions, in both academic and 
industry settings, within the immuno-oncology 
space to advance cutting edge therapeutics to 
the clinic.  Prior to joining Atara, he served as 
Assistant Director at Juno Therapeutics leading 
the translational, biomarker, and pharmacokinetics 
development of a portfolio of CAR-T clinical 
trials.  In an academic setting, Dr. Dubovsky was a 
Senior Postdoctoral Researcher at the Nationwide 
Children’s Hospital, and a Postdoctoral Fellow and 
Research Scientist at the Ohio State University’s 
James Cancer Hospital & Solove Research Institute.  
Dr. Dubovsky received his PhD in Cancer Biology 
from the University of South Florida, and his BS 
in Biochemistry from the University of Wisconsin.

March 25, 2021 - 2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.



George A. Green IV, PhD is Executive Director and 
Head of Pharmacodiagnostic Sciences in the Bristol 
Myers Squibb Translational Medicine organization.  
Joining BMS in March 2010 as the company’s first 
subject matter expert in diagnostic development, 
George played a key role in establishing 
Pharmacodiagnostics as a core capability within 
the company and for BMS as an industry leader in 
the field. As head of this team, he is responsible 
for providing the BMS enterprise capability for the 
development and delivery of diagnostic products 
that support Precision Medicine therapeutic assets. 
Under his leadership, the Pharmacodiagnostics 
team drives development strategy through support 
of early decision-making in signal seeking clinical 
development through robust & effective patient 
selection hypothesis testing; and, supports the 
development & commercial success of BMS assets 
through delivery of Companion and Complementary 
Diagnostic products in support of the clinical 
validation & registration of Precision Medicine assets.

George A. Green IV, PhD
Executive Director
Head Pharmacodiagnostics
Bristol-Myers Squibb

Dr. Nancy Lewis is currently a Senior Clinical Program 
Leader at the Novartis Institute for Biomedical 
Research.  She is a member of the Translational 
Clinical Oncology group where she oversees early 
drug development of novel agents in phase I, first-
in-human trials as well as early phase II studies.  
Nancy transitioned to the pharmaceutical industry 
in 2015 from a 15-year career in academic medicine. 
She obtained her MD degree from Temple University 
School of Medicine, trained in Internal Medicine 
at the University of Rochester and completed her 
hematology/oncology fellowship at Fox Chase 
Cancer Center.  Prior to her role in Novartis, she 
was an Associate Professor and Director of the 
Developmental Therapeutics Program at Thomas 
Jefferson University in Philadelphia.

Nancy Lewis, MD
Senior Clinical Program Leader
Novartis

CLINICAL RESEARCH: ADVANCING NEW TREATMENTS 
THROUGH COLLABORATION

Gregg Fine is VP of Clinical Development, Cell 
and Gene Therapy in oncology where he leads 
development of the CGT pipeline. Prior to GSK, he 
was VP of Clinical Development at PACT Pharma, 
helping transition the company from a research 
entity to a clinical development company. Gregg 
started his career in industry at Genentech/Roche 
where he led development across multiple antibody 
and gene therapy programs from IND filing to Phase 
III including clinical development of obinutuzumab, 
the global registration for atezolizumab in 
metastatic bladder cancer, and first-in-human of 
a personalized RNA-lipoplex cancer vaccine. He 
completed his hematology/oncology fellowship 
at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center/Harvard 
Cancer Center. Gregg received his MD from the 
University of Vermont and trained in internal 
medicine at Yale-New Haven Hospital.

Gregg Fine, MD
Vice President-Clinical Development,
Cell and Gene Therapy-Oncology
GSK

March 25, 2021 - 2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
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TRANSITIONING FROM CONCEPT TO CLINIC: CONVERSATIONS ABOUT 
MOVING FROM BENCH ASSET TO FIRST PATIENT DOSING
March 26, 2021 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

MODERATOR

PANELISTS

Krystyna Kowalczyk is President and CEO of OncoBay Clinical, Inc. She has spent over 25 years in leadership 
roles in small and large CROs with extensive COO-level experience building operational teams and leading 
global trial execution. Throughout her career, she has focused on creating an environment of opportunity 
and hope for patients with cancer and other rare diseases. Now leading OncoBay Clinical, Krystyna continues 
her mission to change the paradigm of clinical trial operations and patient access through technology and 
innovation.

Dannelle Palmer
Vice President
Clinical Operations
OncoBay Clinical

William Kelce, MS, PhD, ATS
Senior Director, Non-clinical and Early 
Clinical Development
Voisin Consulting Services

Dr. Kelce is the Senior Director Nonclinical & Early 
Clinical Development at Voisin Consulting Life 
Sciences, and is responsible for providing regulatory 
strategy and non/early clinical consulting for global 
clients developing products that include small 
molecules, biologics, and cell & gene therapies.  Dr. 
Kelce has 25+ years’ experience as a regulatory 
professional and senior executive in pharmaceutical 
and consulting industries.  He has worked on the 
review and preparation of numerous regulatory 
submissions (INDs, CTAs, BLAs, NDAs and MAAs); and 
led programs in cardiovascular, neuropharmacology, 
GI, dermatology, oncology, and cellular immune-
oncology.  Dr. Kelce holds an MS in Pharmacology 
and a PhD in Physiology and Toxicology from the 
University of Missouri, and served as a post-doctoral 
fellow at Johns Hopkins University.  He is a certified 
Fellow in the Academy of Toxicological Sciences, 
and an Adjunct Professor in the Department of 
Pharmacology, Toxicology & Therapeutics at 
the University of Kansas, School of Medicine.

Dannelle Palmer serves as the Vice President 
of Clinical Operations at OncoBay Clinical.  She 
has over 20 years of global clinical development 
experience in pharmaceuticals, biotechnologies, 
and global CRO organizations leading clinical 
research teams with an emphasis on enhancing 
the performance and efficiency of oncology clinical 
research. Dannelle’s expertise and experience 
ranges from clinical development planning and 
regulatory consulting to leading studies from 
first in human through FDA and EMA approval. 
For the past 13 years, she has held executive level 
positions focused on portfolio leadership, strategic 
leadership, and customer relationship development.

Krystyna Kowalczyk
President and CEO
OncoBay Clinical



Lisa Zimmerman is an accomplished professional 
with a proven track record of success in Quality 
Assurance, Regulatory Affairs, Regulatory 
Compliance, and Clinical Operations in the in 
the Pharmaceutical, Device and Biotechnology 
industries. As a 27-year pharmaceutical veteran 
she brings to OncoBay, broad experience in all 
phases of drug and device development in multiple 
therapeutic areas, yet with a specialty in immune 
mediated diseases and oncology. Lisa has held 
senior leadership positions in Quality, Regulatory 
Affairs and Clinical Operations and has consulted 
with small pharmaceutical and biotechnology 
companies to assist in their navigation of the 
constantly evolving regulatory landscape across 
the globe. Ms. Zimmerman obtained her Bachelor 
of Science Degree in Biology from the University 
of North Carolina and attended Central Michigan 
University while pursuing her Master of Science 
in Business Administration in Healthcare.

Lisa Zimmerman
Vice President, Regulatory Affairs 
and Quality Control
OncoBay Clinical  

TRANSITIONING FROM CONCEPT TO CLINIC: CONVERSATIONS ABOUT 
MOVING FROM BENCH ASSET TO FIRST PATIENT DOSING
March 26, 2021 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.



ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE: FORGING NEW FRONTIERS TO IMPROVE 
HEALTHCARE DELIVERY AND MANAGEMENT      
March 26, 2021 - 1:45 p.m. - 2:55 p.m. 

MODERATOR

PANELISTS

Edmondo Robinson, MD, MBA, FACP, serves as the Senior Vice President and Chief Digital Innovation Officer 
for Moffitt Cancer Center.  Dr. Robinson is responsible for leveraging the tools of IT, Health Data Services 
and Digital in order to expand Moffitt’s ecosystem to deliver on consumer-oriented, real-world solutions 
for clinical practice, research, education, and administrative processes. The Digital Innovation team aims to 
create and test new services, programs, partnerships and technologies that leverage digital innovations, while 
challenging the status quo to reduce the cost of care, improve quality, increase access to care, and enhance 
the patient experience. Dr. Robinson is an associate professor at University of South Florida’s Morsani College 
of Medicine and an adjunct senior fellow in the Leonard Davis Institute of Health Economics at the University 
of Pennsylvania. He holds a medical degree from UCLA; an MBA from the Wharton School; and a master’s 
degree in health policy research from the University of Pennsylvania.

Ron Emerson, RN BSN is the Global Healthcare Lead 
at Zoom. He is a former member of the board of 
Directors for the American Telemedicine Association 
and Chair of the Industry Council. He has more than 
20 years’ experience in the healthcare industry 
having worked on a number of Telemedicine 
programs in 46 countries. He is recognized as a 
thought leader in Telehealth, having developed a 
variety of innovative telehealth applications, and 
consulted on telehealth deployments worldwide. 
He also held the position of Executive Director 
for a large telemedicine operation in the United 
States, where he was responsible for the efficient 
provision of services to 350 sites. Mr. Emerson 
was the previous recipient of the American 
Telemedicine Association Industry Council Award 
for his leadership in the advancement of Telehealth.                              

Varun Ganapathi is Co-Founder and Chief 
Technology Officer for AKASA, where he led the 
development of the company’s proprietary approach 
and technology called Unified Automation™. 
Unified Automation™ is an innovative means of 
combining human oversight with machine learning, 
designed to help optimize the accuracy and 
efficiency of healthcare revenue cycle operations. 
AKASA enables health systems to provide the 
best possible patient financial experience while 
also improving the affordability of healthcare. Dr. 
Ganapathi has co-founded multiple companies over 
the past 10 years including Numovis, eyeApps, and 
CloudLabs Inc. Prior to AKASA, Dr. Ganapathi’s 
two most recent AI companies were acquired by 
Google and Udacity. Dr. Ganapathi holds a BS in 
Physics, a MS in Computer Science, and a PhD in 
Artificial Intelligence, all from Stanford University.

Varun Ganapathi, PhD, MS
Co-Founder & CTO
Board Member
AKASA

Edmondo Robinson, MD, MBA, FACP
Senior Vice President
Chief Digital Innovation Officer 
Moffitt Cancer Center

Ron Emerson
Global Healthcare Lead
Zoom Video Communications



ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE: FORGING NEW FRONTIERS TO IMPROVE 
HEALTHCARE DELIVERY AND MANAGEMENT      
March 26, 2021 - 1:45 p.m. - 2:55 p.m. 

Pete is the visionary behind ThreatWarrior’s 
groundbreaking cyber defense platform. He leads 
the company’s threat intelligence team and drives 
research and development of ThreatWarrior.

Pete is an expert in threat intelligence and network 
security with more than 30 years of experience in 
cybersecurity, information technology, and machine 
learning. He has designed and built systems for both 
commercial and intelligence communities, and is a 
regular public speaker on cyber defense, national 
security, AI, and entrepreneurship. Pete is also a 
patented inventor, a Fellow at the Institute for Critical 
Infrastructure Technology, a member of Forbes 
Technology Council, and a congressional advisor on 
the topics of systems and infrastructure security.

Pete Slade
Chief Technology Officer
Threat Warrior
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SPONSORED BY 

Bruno Nardone
Global Leader for Healthcare
and Life Sciences
Quantiphi

Bruno Nardone is the Global Leader for Healthcare 
and Life Sciences at Quantiphi, and is responsible 
for managing all aspects of the healthcare business 
unit operations and strategy.  In this role, he 
ensures client expectations are met by aligning 
Quantiphi’s offerings with emerging market 
needs across all dimensions of data management, 
artificial intelligence, and machine learning. Holding 
a master’s degree in Health Services Management 
and Policy from The George Washington University, 
Bruno has nearly 30 years’ worth of experience in 
operations and business development for healthcare 
and the patient care delivery experience.  Previously, 
he has led teams at NextGen Healthcare, Health 
Advances, Allscripts, and IBM Global Services.

Peter Shen
Vice President
Innovation and Digital Business
Siemens Healthineers

Peter Shen is the Vice President of Innovation and 
Digital Business for Siemens Healthineers.  In his 
successful 21+ year career in healthcare, he has 
held several sales management and marketing 
positions, specifically focused on introducing new 
and emerging technologies to the healthcare 
market, including solutions in Imaging IT, 3D 
Advanced Visualization, Data Analytics, Digital 
Ecosystems and Artificial Intelligence.  Peter 
is an industry leader in Healthcare Imaging IT, 
sitting on national standardization committees, 
engaging with major health providers and routinely 
speaking with leading technology partners.  A 
graduate of Johns Hopkins University with degrees 
in Biomedical Engineering and Mathematical 
Sciences, Peter currently resides in Silicon Valley.
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